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Overview
A Message from the Chairman.
The Sikh Federa�on (UK) has now been going for 15 years. The organisa�on’s origins can be traced back to 1984 and the
dream of Shaheed Bhai Amrik Singh Ji, the son of Sant Kartar Singh Bhindranwale the 13th Jathedar of the Damdami Taksal,
of bringing like minded Sikhs together across the globe.
The Damdami Taksal, a Sikh seminary is unique in that it was entrusted with the responsibility of teaching the reading
(santhyia), analysis (vichar) and recita�on of the Sikh scriptures by Guru Gobind Singh Ji and its 1st Jathedar was Baba Deep
Singh Ji. Historically the Damdami Taksal has stood up for Sikh rights and its Jathedar’s have led the Sikh Na�on and have
been prepared to sacriﬁce their lives in accordance with the teachings of the ten Gurus and Guru Granth Sahib Ji.
At the 35th Annual Interna�onal Sikh Conven�on we can hold our heads up high as we have remained true to our founding
principles established in September 1984 and the guiding values and roadmap provided by Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale
Ji the 14th Jathedar of the Damdami Taksal.
The focus of the organisa�on has remained on Sikhi and working for truth, jus�ce and freedom. Our achievements in the last
15 years have been momentous. The organisa�ons interna�onal proﬁle within the Sikh community and with poli�cians and
governments in represen�ng Sikh interests is second to none.
In the last 12 months working with the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Bri�sh Sikhs we have made huge progress
in several areas of the Sikh Manifesto i.e. Sikh ethnic �ck box in the Census 2021, “Lions of the Great War” monument in
Smethwick and site in central London, growing evidence and calls for an independent public inquiry etc.
As we approach 12 months since the abduc�on and imprisonment of Jagtar Singh Johal, the Sikh Federa�on (UK) con�nues
to remain fully commi�ed in suppor�ng his family and the #FreeJaggiNow campaign in every capacity.
The high level campaigning of the Sikh Federa�on (UK) to expose and challenge the Indian regime in the mainstream media
and poli�cal circles in the UK and abroad have also not gone unno�ced by the Indian authori�es who have publicly called for
restric�ons on the organisa�on by the UK Government. Thankfully our lobbying eﬀorts, poli�cal contacts and public proﬁle
built over the last 15 years means the UK Government dare not do what it did in the mid 1980s or in 2001.
The worldwide Sikh community led by Sikhs in the Diaspora is at an important crossroads and poised for remarkable achievements. With this in mind the focus of our eﬀorts in the next 3-5 years will be to prepare and promote the next genera�on for
leadership roles that will be achieved through the expansion of the Sikh Network concept.
We will also be taking poli�cal engagement to the next level. We are therefore delighted to announce the APPG working with
leading UK Gurdwaras has launched a 3-year outreach programme designed to increase engagement with the leadership of
each of the main poli�cal par�es.
In the next six months the Sikh Network will also be organising a series of regional workshops to assess progress with the Sikh
Manifesto and update the manifesto so it ready for the next General Elec�on as the UK is in a period of huge poli�cal
uncertainty and turmoil prior to Exit from the EU.
The ﬁnal announcement this year will be on progressing the campaign for a Sikh homeland. We hope the blue print will
prove to be the most signiﬁcant development since the Sarbat Khalsa of 29 April 1986. A follow up event providing details
will be at the United Na�ons within the next three months.

Bhai Amrik Singh
Chair Sikh Federa�on (UK)

NB: The updates and articles in this report are a reflection of the work and activities
undertaken by the Sikh Federation (UK) over the past year. The mainstream newspaper
coverage published has been as a direct result of our press releases and media outreach.
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At the meeting with Lord
Bourne he agreed to put dates in the diary for 2018. Three Sikh
roundtable meeting dates were agreed within two weeks for 2018.
The first two meetings took place on 29 March where the Sikh
Federation (UK) proposed a Sikh Heritage Month starting in 2019
and 16 July after which the Sikh Network is facilitating a meeting in
Birmingham with Sikh organisations dealing with grooming. The third meeting will be in November
2018.
To make meetings with government more effective the Sikh Federation (UK) organised a pre-meeting
of Sikh representatives prior to the last meeting in July as the government were reluctant to discuss
the Afghan Sikh issue and over the summer the Sikh Federation (UK) has made a number of
suggestions in meetings and written exchanges with the Department. These include:
the five main Sikh representative organisations liaising prior to each Sikh roundtable meeting and
agreeing priority agenda items from a Sikh community perspective. Government will also want to
add items to the agenda from its own perspective.
two or three separate Sikh roundtable meetings with the Home Office and a similar number with
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office each year
As the Sikh Federation (UK) and the Sikh Network are engaged and working on a very broad range of
matters cutting across government they have increasingly been playing a dominant role in
government-wide meetings and pushing for this expansion of roundtable meetings with other
departments. Some organisations with much narrower remits and lack of capacity and capability
may struggle to handle around ten roundtable meetings a year. Meeting dates for 2019 are currently
being arranged.

OVER 225 UK GURDWARAS
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

CONFIRM

BACKING FOR

RESTRICTIONS ON INDIAN

Desperate and under hand tactics of the Indian authorities exposed
13 February 2018 - On 7 January 2018 the Federation of Sikh Organisations (FSO), made up of ten
Sikh organisations including the Sikh Federation (UK), announced the imposition of restrictions on
Indian government officials in UK Gurdwaras.
The FSO set a target of 150 UK Gurdwaras
and stated that the implementation would be
formalised later in the month, but it made
clear that since the 1984 Sikh Genocide
restrictions
already
existed
in
many
Gurdwaras.
Over 225 UK Gurdwaras had confirmed by the
end of January 2018 with the FSO that since
1984 they have never let Indian government
officials speak from their Gurdwara stages or
given them any form of recognition and they
had no plans to change their stance.
In a further development on the 31 January the Sikh Council UK following an Executive Committee
meeting also put out an official statement supporting the restrictions in UK Gurdwaras. This followed
backing for the restrictions from the Akal Takht, the supreme authority in Amritsar.
The original plan was to publish a list of UK Gurdwaras where restrictions were in place. However,
this has been altered due to the overwhelming level of support from UK Gurdwaras and some
Gurdwaras specifically asking not to be named given the outrageous threats reported in the Indian
media.
It has been widely reported in the Indian media that the Indian authorities had compiled a “blacklist”
of Gurdwara representatives in Canada where a list of
relevant Gurdwaras had been published and they could
not find members of management committees prepared
to back Indian officials visiting Gurdwaras.
The Indian authorities have been shocked with the united
and co-ordinated action by Sikhs across the globe and in
desperation resorted to a number of underhand tactics
that can now be exposed.
First came the repeated misinformation by the Indian
authorities, their supporters and agents of a total ‘ban’ on
Indian government officials from entering Gurdwaras to
try and cause confusion.
Some, who originally condemned the ‘ban’, were forced
into a U-turn after they realised they had been hood
winked by the false propaganda by the Indian authorities.

Then came efforts to show that Indian High Commission officials in London and some of its
consulates were defying the restrictions.
On 6 January, a day before the restrictions were discussed by the FSO, an Indian High Commission
official spoke at Guru Nanak Sikh Academy in Hayes. However, the Indian authorities claimed in a
news item in the Tribune they visited a Gurdwara in Southall and showed a picture of Sri Guru Singh
Sabha Southall and also stated they were set to visit another Gurdwara in the Midlands.
This fake news instigated by the Indian High Commission in London
was designed to cause friction within the Sikh community. However,
it backfired on the Indian authorities as it forced the Southall
Gurdwara to initially confirm to the media no official had visited the
Gurdwara and then telephone into a live TV programme to confirm
that Southall Gurdwara stood united alongside other Gurdwaras and
the Sikh Council UK in imposing restrictions.
On 7 January, the Deputy High Commissioner attended an event at Sri Guru Ravidass Community
Hall in Bedford. A week later, on 13 January, Indian officials from the consulate in Cardiff visited a
Gurdwara where objections were raised by the Sangat and claims were made of the consulate
making a large donation.
The Indian authorities have developed personal links with certain individuals in specific Gurdwaras
and know the restrictions will never apply to all UK Gurdwaras or other venues the Gurdwara may be
responsible for. UK Gurdwaras number around 270 in total.
However, the Indian authorities have been going to extreme lengths to show their defiance. For
example, one very small Gurdwara was approached by one of the Indian consulates to allow them to
do an Akhand Paath. They said they would also provide their own Kirtani Jatha and were willing to
pay £2,000 a month for the next 12 months.
In a further embarrassing set back to the Indian authorities and following an article in the Times of
India regarding a claim Gurdwaras in Bedford were not imposing restrictions, Parmjit Singh Sohal, the
General Secretary of Guru Gobind Singh Gurdwara Kempston (Bedfordshire) has written to the Sikh
Federation (UK) and the Sikh Council (UK) and said: “Please note that a meeting of the executive
committee of Guru Gobind Singh Gurdwara Kempston (Bedfordshire) was held on Thursday
8/2/2018. The whole executive committee unanimously supported the Sikh Council UK statement
dated 31/1/2018.”
“Following the above meeting on Sunday 11/2/2018 at 10:45 in the presence of Guru Granth Sahib,
the whole Gurdwara Sangat was made aware of the Sikh Council UK statement and its background.”
“A resolution supporting the restrictions on Indian Government Officials from Gurdwara stages was
unanimously passed by the whole Sangat.”
Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: “UK Gurdwaras have shown massive
support for restrictions on Indian government officials if they visit Gurdwaras. Sikhs across the globe
have shown their unity in standing up to the Indian authorities.”
“The misinformation, fake news, bribes and threats by the Indian authorities stand exposed and
demonstrate their desperation.”
“In the UK we have a duty of care towards members of Gurdwara Management Committees and have
deliberately not published a list of Gurdwaras backing the restrictions. This has allowed us to
outmanoeuvre and embarrass the Indian authorities, their supporters and agents who now look
foolish.”

INDIAN GOVERNMENT DEMAND FOR A BAN ON THE SIKH FEDERATION (UK) IS A SIGN OF
DESPERATION AND WILL NEVER BE ACCEPTED BY THE UK GOVERNMENT
15 January 2018 - There is no doubt the Indian government has over many years been demanding
the UK Government impose a ban or at least restrictions on the pro-Khalistan Sikh Federation (UK).
The UK Government has previously
rejected all demands in the last 15
years by the Indian government for the
organisation to be banned.
For example, the demand first became
public in January 2006 when
worldwide
candlelit
vigils
were
organised by the Sikh Federation (UK)
in opposition to the imposition of the
death penalty in India, support for
Professor Davinderpal Singh Bhullar
and the release of Sikh political
prisoners.
Previous rejections by the UK Government have however not stopped the Indian authorities from
lobbying at every possible opportunity for a ban to try and obstruct the activities of the organisation.
The Sikh Federation (UK) comes into India’s firing line as it is constantly leading the challenge to
expose the actions of the Indian authorities, such as in the Jagtar Singh Johal case, in building a
stronger political voice for the Sikhs in the diaspora and campaigning for a Sikh homeland.
The reality for the Indian government, apart from the fact that it is impossible to ban an organisation
that has been operating legitimately for the last 15 years, is that the Sikh Federation (UK) is now far
too well established, powerful and prominent in the eyes of British politicians, the mainstream media
and the Sikh community itself.
However, to keep the Indian authorities and the Indian High Commission in London happy, the UK
government have and will continue when it needs to engage with the Sikh community to deliberately
give preference to Sikh organisations that are deemed pro-Indian and try and shut out organisations
that are pro-Khalistan.
Hence, there are undisclosed rules for engagement and the Indian High Commission in London
currently has an influence in dictating invites to certain meetings and events when it comes to the
Sikh Federation (UK).
However, in recent years the UK Government has had no choice but to engage with the Sikh
Federation (UK) since it has grown in political importance, works on a wide range of issues and has a
public profile recognised by the mainstream media as well as significant support in the Sikh
community.
The Sikh Federation (UK) led the legal challenge to have the ban lifted on the International Sikh Youth
Federation (ISYF) that was removed nearly two years ago. Many politicians on all sides admitted the
ISYF ban introduced in 2001 was illogical other than to appease the Indian authorities.
While the ban existed on the ISYF pro-Indian Sikh organisations and the Indian High Commission in
London repeatedly suggested that the Sikh Federation (UK) was the successor body to the ISYF and
should be shut out of engagement by the UK Government.

For the last two years, they have been unable to use this argument and now the only reason they give
to the UK Government for not fully engaging with the Sikh Federation (UK) is that the organisation is
pro-Khalistan and represents a threat to the break-up of India.
Last week the Indian Minister of State for
Home Affairs, Kiren Rijiju accompanied by
other representatives of the Indian
government visited the UK and held
meetings with several Ministers at the
Home Office, Foreign Office and also met
the new Conservative Party Chairman,
Brandon Lewis.
When the meeting took place with Mark
Field at the Foreign Office you can imagine
the ‘restrictions’ imposed on Indian
government officials visiting Gurdwaras
across the globe in which the Sikh
Federation (UK) role has been so prominent would have featured. The successful political and media
campaign run by the Sikh Federation (UK) in support of Jagtar Singh Johal would also have figured in
the discussions.
The Indian authorities in particular are probably still wondering why the British Prime Minister,
Theresa May went out of her way to specifically talk to the BBC about Jagtar Singh Johal on 20
November that was widely publicised by the Sikh Federation (UK).
The next day the Foreign Minister, Rory Stewart stood up in Parliament and in response to a
Parliamentary Question from Martin Docherty-Hughes about Jagtar Singh Johal said “It is completely
unconstitutional - it is offensive to the British government - and we will work very closely to
investigate and of course will take extreme action (against India) if a British citizen is being tortured."
India has probably not recovered from the robust language used in Parliament by the UK
Government against India.
As the visit of the Indian Minister of State for Home Affairs came to an end last week a news item
titled: “Consider banning Sikh Federation, India tells UK” appeared in The Tribune on 13 January
2018.
This article uses an unnamed source, almost certainly the Deputy Indian High Commissioner, Dinesh
K. Patnaik who attended the meeting with Ben Wallace, Minister of State for Security at the Home
Office. The Deputy Indian High Commissioner was recently humiliated in a live BBC radio debate by
the Sikh Federation (UK) and subsequently recalled to Delhi.
The call for a ban on the Sikh Federation (UK) by the Indian authorities according to the Tribune
article is a tit-for-tat response by the Indian authorities for ‘restrictions’ imposed on Indian
government officials visiting Gurdwaras across the globe in which the Sikh Federation (UK) has
played a leading role.
The Tribune article states that the Indian delegation was assured by the Home Office that it was
keeping the Sikh Federation (UK) “under check” as they have made clear to the Indian authorities a
ban is completely out of the question. However, the Home Office refused to comment on whether
even the “under check” comment was accurate.
The article also suggests that the Foreign Office is concerned that the Sikh Federation (UK) will
disrupt the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in April in London which Narendra Modi
will attend. This recognises the organisation’s ability to mobilise the Sikh and non-Sikh community
and make media impact.

Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: “The Indian authorities are living in
cloud-cuckoo land if they think the UK Government will ban the Sikh Federation (UK), especially after
we had the ban lifted two years ago on the ISYF via a legal challenge.”
“We know for a fact the Indian authorities have tried in the last 15 years to get a ban on the Sikh
Federation (UK) and have failed. Irrespective of the party in power the demand has always been
rejected by the UK Government. They should accept there is no chance for a ban of a legitimate
organisation campaigning for Sikh rights.”
“We will continue to expose the RSS/Hindutva ideology that Narendra Modi and the present Indian
government represents that threatens minorities and stability in the Indian sub-continent.”
“We have operated for 15 years and the UK Government accept that we are strengthening the
political voice of Sikhs in the diaspora and respect us for the work we do to protect and promote the
distinct Sikh identity.”
“All sorts of tactics have and continue to be used by the Indian authorities to put obstacles in our way,
but we continue to out manoeuvre them.”
“The Indian authorities can do what ever they want, but they will never stop us highlighting human
rights violations in India, pursuing truth and justice for the 1984 Sikh Genocide and continuing our
campaign for the right to self-determination and re-establishment of a Sikh homeland.”

SIKHS MOVE A STEP CLOSER TO SECURING A SEPARATE SIKH ETHNIC TICK BOX IN THE
2021 CENSUS
On 23 October the Sikh community moved a
step closer to securing a separate Sikh ethnic
tick box in the 2021 Census after the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) called an open meeting
of stakeholders to update them on progress.
Around 80 or so Sikh representatives from a
wide-range of Sikh organisations participated.
By the end of the evening the ONS was left in no
doubt concerning the level of support for a
separate Sikh ethnic tick box with many accusing
the ONS of discrimination for ignoring the fact
that Sikhs are a legally recognised ethnic group.
In a show of hands virtually all present called for a Sikh tick box in the ethnici ty question and to also
retain the optional religious question. Only two Sikhs present, both from the Network of Sikh
Organisations (NSO), dissented with one calling for a Sikh tick box under religion only and the other
calling for a Sikh tick box under ethnicity only.
Lord Singh, the head of the NSO, became a laughing stock by ignoring the legal reality and arguing
Sikhs were simply a religion and not an ethnic group. The 85-year old sounded like a broken record
that has seen better days. At the end he showed he had totally lost the plot by being the one person
calling for a Sikh tick box under ethnicity only.
The overall conclusion was consistent with what the Sikh Federation (UK) and The Sikh Network have
been telling the ONS over the last three years. 93.5% of the 4,500+ respondents to the UK Sikh
Survey last year stated they wanted a Sikh ethnic tick box and 19 out of 20 preferred to be identified
as Sikh rather than Indian or Asian given the choice.
Many in the Sikh community have been saying for over a decade the claims by the NSO that it
'represents' 130 organisations is false. In the Census consultation process this has become crystal
clear. None of the so-called 130 organisations the NSO claims to represent responded to the ONS
consultation.
This has much
wider
implications
across
government where the NSO and
Lord
Singh’s
standing
has
declined.
The
ONS
had
completely
downplayed the results of the test
they carried out earlier this year at
40,000 households in Hounslow
and Wolverhampton at previous
meetings. The main reason for
this was because the Sikh
Federation (UK) and The Sikh
Network had pointed out a
number
of
shortcomings.
Surprisingly the ONS presented
the results from the test yesterday
without reflecting some of the caveats. Sikhs from the Sikh Federation (UK) and The Sikh Network
were then forced to expose some of the serious limitations of the test. These included:

• An overall response rate lower than expected at 13.4%. The Census is compulsory with the
Census 2011 having a response rate of 94%.
• Only 4.3% of the respondents were from Sikh households (the target population) and significantly
lower than the 10% expected based on the estimated Sikh population in Hounslow and
Wolverhampton.
• Trying to arrive at a meaningful conclusion on such an important matter based on only 228
responses from Sikh households was totally inadequate.
• The test proved too confusing.
• The online test of the ethnic group question with a Sikh tick box was also flawed as it failed to
recognise many respondents given the previous census options since 1991 have become
accustomed to stating their ethnicity under the ‘Asian/Asian British’ category rather than ‘Other
ethnic group’ category that came after and contained a sub-option of Sikh.
• The only meaningful conclusion from the test is the number identifying as Sikh when adding a
Sikh tick box more than doubled from 11.6% to 24.3% highlighting that there is a need for the
tick box. This would increase with appropriate publicity and information in Punjabi that would
naturally accompany the actual census.
Sikh representatives rejected the test carried out by the ONS and suggested it had wasted hundreds
of thousands of pounds of taxpayers money with nothing worthwhile emerging. The ONS confirmed
it was analysing census data from 2011 using Sikh surnames to determine the undercount of Sikhs
and to estimate the possible number of people with a Sikh ethnic origin.

CASTE CONSULTATION - SIKH ORGANISATIONS INSIST EXPLANATORY NOTE TO EQUALITY
ACT 2010 DROPS ERRONEOUS AND OFFENSIVE REFERENCE TO SIKHS
18 September 2017 - On 28 March 2017 the Government Equalities Office launched a 16 week
consultation on “Caste in Great Britain and equality law” to ensure there is appropriate and
proportionate legal protection against unlawful discrimination because of a person’s origins. As a
result of the General Election the consultation was extended for a further 8 weeks.
The Sikh Federation (UK) responded to the consultation some 10 weeks ago and is now making
public its response as the consultation closed at 11.45pm today. Sikhs are opposed to all forms of
discrimination, including because of a person’s origins. However, the consultation has provided us
an opportunity to raise a number of fundamental concerns:
Definition of caste should not make any reference to Sikhs
In our response we have stated there is an absolute necessity to amend the explanatory notes to the
Equality Act 2010 to remove the erroneous and offensive reference to Sikhs in the definition.
Although explanatory notes are not legislation and do not give authoritative rulings on interpretation
of legislation they are sometimes referred to in litigation.
Paragraph 3.25 of the consultation admits that “caste could not be defined in the Act” and paragraph
2.2 of the consultation accepts “establishing a workable definition of caste is highly challenging” and
continues the definition of caste in the Explanatory Notes has “led to controversy and resentment
because it associates caste with particular religions, which may be socially divisive.”

The Sikh Federation (UK) response states: “From a Sikh perspective the definition is not only
offensive but is a misrepresentation of Sikhi and what Sikhs believe in and practice. Sikh teachings
reject any notion of ranking according to ritual purity and Sikh practices, such as Guru Ka Langar
(free food kitchen) practically challenge such concepts.
Preference for a case law approach assuming the caste definition drops reference to Sikhs
The consultation questions focused on two
options to tackle caste discrimination - a case
law approach or inserting caste into the Equality
Act 2010 as a specific aspect of race. The Sikh
Federation (UK) has responded strongly
opposing the latter option as it is totally
unnecessary,
would
entrench
caste
consciousness in legislation, have unintended
consequences and pose significant additional
burdens for employers, those who provide goods
and services and individuals.
A case law approach is preferred as caste and caste discrimination is complex and best left to the
courts to examine and respond to specific facts and situations. However, the Sikh Federation (UK) in
its response has put down one significant caveat that the definition of caste in the explanatory note
to the Equality Act 2010 removes the incorrect reference to Sikhs.
Need for proportionate response as caste discrimination is not pervasive in the UK
The Sikh Federation (UK) in its response has stated: “We are of the strong opinion specific caste
discrimination is not pervasive in the UK and is a minor issue in comparison to other forms of
discrimination.” It has also been pointed out that caste discrimination is pervasive in the Indian sub continent despite the anti-caste discrimination laws and poor practices and thinking from there
should not be transferred to the UK. It must also be an ever diminishing issue in the UK with an
increasing number born in the UK. The UK Sikh Survey showed around 69% of all Sikhs are born in
the UK and significantly higher than Hindus and Muslims from the Indian sub-continent.
Total opposition to collection of data on caste as it would entrench caste-identity
In practical terms anything that forces public bodies to ask socially divisive questions and publish
results must be avoided at all cost. This would be hugely counter-productive and from a Sikh
perspective extremely offensive as it challenges the teachings and practices of the Sikh faith and the
courts may therefore deem it illegal as for Sikhs it would amount to racial discrimination.
Root cause analysis will show the problem is ‘exported’
The Sikh Federation (UK) in its response to the consultation has suggested the need for root cause
analysis and is convinced it will show the problem has largely been ‘exported’ from the Indian subcontinent and other similar parts of the world.
It has been suggested the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and the Department for International Development have a role to address
caste discrimination abroad in their direct dealings with foreign governments, international agencies
and NGOs. Immigration policy should also be designed and targeted to ensure poor practices and
thinking on caste discrimination is not ‘exported’ to the UK.
Bhai Amrik Singh, Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: "Our Gurus and Sikh teachings are opposed
to all forms of discrimination and totally reject any notion of ranking according to ritual purity therefore
it is offensive and inappropriate for there to be any reference to Sikhs in paragraph 49 of the
Explanatory Notes and we want this removed."

"We are confident Rt. Hon. Justine Greening, the Minister for Women and Equalities, who we are
planning to meet now consultation has ended and has previously written to the Sikh Federation (UK)
wanting to work with us as she respects our work will agree to remove the reference to Sikhs."
"Sikh organisations responding to the consultation are united in our request for the definition to drop
reference to Sikhs, but the Hindu community have a much more difficult challenge as many believe in
the four classes (varnas) of Hindu tradition ."

PMs RACE AUDIT SILENT ON DISCRIMINATION AGAINST SIKHS BY PUBLIC BODIES
10 October 2017 - Sikh organisations consulted by the Cabinet Office are incensed at the failure to
address data gaps and have declared the Prime Minister may have given the green light to public
bodies to continue to discriminate against the minority Sikh community despite protection under race
laws.
The Prime Minister soon after stepping into 10
Downing Street announced she was setting up an
audit of race inequality in government.
A key
explanation for racial inequalities is racial
discrimination.
A year on the audit is eagerly
anticipated by the public and those who research the
field of race inequality.
One of the key concerns raised by the Sikh
Federation (UK) and the Sikh Network at the outset of
the audit in meetings with the Cabinet Office was that public bodies were failing to collect data
regarding Sikhs, although Sikhs have been legally recognised as an ethnic group since 1983 and

protected under race laws. It is important to engage with minority ethnic communities to understand
their perspective on these issues and to ensure any interventions are appropriate.
However, in a damning indictment one of the civil servants leading the work at the Cabinet Office has
confirmed public bodies covered by the race disparity audit “do not currently collect ethnicity data”
on Sikhs “therefore there is no Sikh data.” It is understood the ethnic categories covered in the data
audit are based on the Census 2011 categories.
A Sikh Federation (UK) spokesman said: “On the eve of the publication of the Race Disparity Audit we
are extremely disappointed the Cabinet Office has failed to confirm if there will be any specif ic
reference in the findings to the data gap with regards to Sikhs.”
“Having been consulted we will be deeply dissatisfied if it turns out there are no specific
recommendations to address this serious data gap and fear it will be seen as endorsing that public
bodies are free to continue to discriminate against the minority Sikh community despite legal
protection under race laws for over 30 years.”
It was established in the 5:0 ruling in the House of Lords in the Mandla v Dowell-Lee case in 1983
that Sikhs were a legally recognised racial group with respect to ethnic origins. More than 15 years
ago following the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 the Commission for Race Equality (CRE) in
July 2002 amended its guidance ‘CRE Ethnic Monitoring, A guide for public authorities’ to make
specific reference to Sikhs due to the legal position.
Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: “It is indefensible for all public bodies
covered by the Race Disparity Audit to claim more than 34 years after the House of Lords ruling and
the CRE guidance 15 years ago that none of them collect data on Sikhs as a distinct ethnic group.
Public bodies should not be allowed to claim ignorance of the law and hide behind the Census 2011
ethnic categories.”
Rt. Hon. Maria Miller, the Chair of the Women’s and Equalities
Select Committee wrote to John Manzoni and the Home
Secretary last year following the publication of the findings of
the UK Sikh Survey 2016.
A Sikh Federation (UK) spokesman added: “The missed
opportunity with the race audit will not be the first time Sikhs
have been disappointed since Theresa May came to power.
When the Hate Crime Action Plan was published in July 2016
after the Brexit vote we understand Number 10 airbrushed out
reference to Sikhs when the case study specifically referring
to a high profile attack on a Sikh dentist in North Wales was
taken out.”
“The government will be judged on how they react to the findings of the race audit and the Prime
Minister on actions she puts in place to make Britain a more racially-fair society. A data gap for Sikhs
should and can be put right by immediately compelling public bodies to recognise their legal
responsibility and collect relevant information relating to Sikhs. The Cabinet Office must insist the
Census 2021 ethnic group categories to be finalised in the next six months include a separate Sikh
ethnic group category.”
SIKHS ARE EXPERIENCING INSTITUTIONAL RACISM
18 October 2017 - Preet Kaur Gill the Labour MP for Birmingham Edgbaston and Chair of the All
Party Parliamentary Group for UK Sikhs yesterday challenged Amber Rudd, the Home Secretary at
the Home Affairs Select Committee.
The response from Amber Rudd was totally inadequate as she clearly was unaware of how and why
Sikhs were excluded from the Hate Crime Action Plan.

Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said:
“Preet has exposed there is clear ‘institutional racism’ by
government departments when it comes to Sikhs that are both
a religion and ethnic group. It is unacceptable both the Hate
Crime Action Plan that focused on religions and the Race
Disparity Audit that concentrated on ethnic groups have failed
to comment on Sikhs as though we do not exist.”
When Theresa May became Prime Minister, Amber Rudd
Home Secretary and Sajid Javid the Secretary of State at the
Department for Communities and Local Government the Sikh
Federation (UK) wrote to all three about hate crime directed
towards the visible Sikh community.
For Sikhs this was not a new phenomenon following the Brexit vote, but something that raised its
ugly head at the national and international level more than 16 years ago following 9/11, but has not
been properly acknowledged by successive British governments.
The Sikh Federation (UK) was therefore dismayed when the Hate Crime Action Plan was issued
several weeks later in July 2016 and appeared to have been written as though the estimated 750,000
British Sikh community did not exist.
We wrote to Amber Rudd and Sajid Javid who jointly issued the Hate Crime Action Plan about Sikhs
being ignored and results emerging from the UK Sikh
Survey on the scale of hate crime directed towards Sikhs.
When Sikh Federation (UK) and Sikh Network
representatives met Home Office and DCLG officials at the
Sikh roundtable meeting at DCLG on 12 September 2016
chaired by Lord Bourne they were embarrassingly unable to
confirm which if any Sikh organisations had been consulted
as they had falsely claimed in July 2016.
STATUTORY CODE OF PRACTICE FOR THE 5 KAKAARS AND SIKH TURBAN UPDATED
December 2017 - The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) produced Guidance on the
wearing of Sikh articles of faith in the workplace and public spaces in December 2010. Following
discussions across government about the UK Sikh Survey results the EHRC were approached in
February 2017 by the Sikh Network and confirmed they had limited resources to update the
guidance, but said they would support by issuing a statement welcoming any update, provide a
speaker at a launch event and publicise the updated information thro ugh the Religion or Belief
Network.
The EHRC guidance was updated and a draft
Statutory Code of Practice for the 5 Kakaars and
Sikh turban was developed during 2017. All leading
Sikh organisations were invited to a consultation
meeting and/or submit comments in December 2017
and further comments were taken over the next 3 to
4 months. Around 23 Sikh organisations have been
invited and involved in the consultations.
Preet Kaur Gill MP was due to meet Amber Rudd, the
Home Secretary and Minister for Women and
Equalities on 1 May 2018 to get her agreement to produce a foreword to the Code of Practice before
consultations with around a dozen key departments and public bodies with a direct interest in the
Code. Unfortunately, Amber Rudd was forced to resign on 30 April 2018 and the government

consultations have been delayed until the latter part of 2018. The plan is for a launch event for the
Code of Practice to take place in the Sikh Heritage Month due to commence in mid-March 2019.

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SIKHS GATHER IN CENTRAL LONDON TO MARK 1984 SIKH
GENOCIDE

3 June 2018 - On Sunday 3 June tens of thousands of Sikhs gathered in central London to remember
victims of the 1984 Sikh Genocide.
Sikhs from across the UK commemorated the 34th anniversary of the June 1984 Indian army attack
on the Sri Harmandir Sahib Complex, often referred to as the Golden Temple Complex.
Sikhs gathered in Hyde Park followed by a protest march through central London that went down the
Mall for the first time before holding a massive freedom rally in Trafalgar Square.
The theme of the annual event is Truth, Justice and Freedom.
In the past twelve months relations between the Indian regime and Sikhs in the Diaspora have
increasingly become strained. The main cause of this is the extreme right wing Hindu policies of the
Indian government and the growing political activism of Sikhs in the Diaspora led by British and
Canadian Sikhs.
In the UK the Indian government see a number of campaigns, activities, incidents and events
spearheaded by the likes of the Sikh Federation (UK) as a major threat to its image abroad and its
territorial integrity.
These include:
i)

public opposition to Narendra Modi’s participation in the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) in debates in the UK Parliament as well as protests to coincide with his visit
by highlighting issues relating to gross human rights violations and denial of religious freedoms

ii)

the high profile #FreeJaggiNow campaign relating to the torture and continued detention
without charge of Jagtar Singh Johal, a 31-year old Scot from Dumbarton who went to India to
get married

iii) the widespread restrictions on Indian government officials/politicians from speaking or being
given recognition in over 230 UK Gurdwaras
iv) the legal and political pursuit of the truth of UK involvement in the 1984 Sikh Genocide and
anti-Sikh measures by the UK Government at the behest of the Indian authorities and
continued calls for a UN-led investigation into the 1984 Sikh Genocide
v)

growing emphasis on the distinct Sikh identity, whether this be a separate Sikh ethnic tick box
in the Census 2021, a monument in central London to recognise Sikh sacrifices and the Lions
of the Great War or a Code of Practice regarding the 5 Kakaars and Sikh turban
The situation between India and
Britain has deteriorated by the over
reaction of the Indian authorities. It
has been reported in the Indian
media that India Ministers have
called for a ban of organisations
such as the Sikh Federation (UK),
ludicrous legal threats have been
made against the UK Government
for failing to take action against
anti-Modi protesters who tore down
the Indian flag in Parliament Square
and ridicule of the Labour Party
leadership for supporting Sikhs on
many of these issues.

Speakers in Trafalgar Square included Gurpreet Singh Johal the elder brother of Jagtar Singh Johal.
Bobby Singh the co-founder of Love Your Postcode who gave unprecedented support for the event
with hundreds of massive digital images that have highlighted the most prominent in June 1984 who
were martyred.
MET POLICE APOLOGISES TO SIKHS OVER ‘FAILINGS’
18 August 2018 - The Metropolitan Police has admitted its failings during 1984 Sikh Genocide
remembrance march in London that put lives of Sikh elders and families with children at risk,
admitting that it failed to communicate with the organisers and as a result elderly and families with
children were put at risk.
The Sikh Federation (SF) wrote to the police on 4 June,
the day after the 1984 Sikh Genocide Remembrance
March and Freedom Rally in central London, to Sadiq
Khan, the Mayor of London and Cressida Dick, the
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, protesting against the
police beahviour.
The Sikh Federation demanded an apology to the Sikh
community for police negligence and incompetence by
putting the lives of thousands of peaceful Sikh protesters
at risk in central London because the Metropolitan Police
failed to turn up to stop traffic to allow the protest march
between Hyde Park and Trafalgar Square. There were
massive traffic jams as a result and chaos was witnessed.
Cressida Dick wrote to Preet Kaur Gill MP, Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for British Sikhs
on 13 June categorically stating Commander Jane Connors was “in contact with the Indian High

Commission to discuss the policing of this event.”
This admission caused outrage in the Sikh community
as it provided proof of Indian government interference
in policing a peaceful protest march to remember the
1984 Sikh Genocide.
The Mayor of London wrote to the chair of the Sikh
Federation apologising for delay and emphasising the
need for a prompt and transparent answer to our
concerns.
After negotiations over months, Commander Jane
Connors has accepted all responsibility and
apologised for the systematic failings by the Met
Police from start to finish over a six month period.
A spokesperson for the Sikh Federation (UK) said:
“This was a catalogue of errors by the Metropolitan
Police Service at every level that should have been
avoided. It was a miracle no one was killed or
seriously injured due to the gross negligence of the police.”
“We were promised a personal video apology by the Commander who we met nearly a month ago
that we could share with the thousands of Sikhs from across the UK that took part in the 35th 1984
Sikh Genocide Remembrance march on 3 June. However, our request has fallen on deaf ears so we
are now going public with the Commander’s letter of apology.”

UK GOVERNMENT TURNING A BLIND EYE TO PLIGHT OF AFGHAN SIKHS
16 July 2018 - Two weeks ago a deadly terror blast blamed on an ISIS suicide bomber targeted
leaders of the tiny Sikh minority in Afghanistan.
The timing of the cowardly attack on leaders of the Sikh minority came as Awtar Singh Khalsa, MP
elect who was running unopposed, was killed leading a delegation with to meet President Ashraf
Ghani.
The Sikh community across the globe was devastated having heard the tragic news from Jalalabad.
Tens of thousands of Afghan Sikhs that have sought sanctuary in the UK were deeply concerned a s
some of those killed and injured were family members.

A number of the family of those killed who live in the UK immediately contacted the Sikh Federation
(UK) and we wrote to the Home Secretary and Foreign Secretary asking for an urgent meeting with
family members to discuss their concerns.
To date there has been no response from Sajid Javid the Home Secretary whereas the lack of
response from the new Foreign Secretary is understandable given Boris Johnson’s resignation a
week ago.
However, within days of the attack the matter was raised at Prime Minister Questions by Seema
Malhotra the Labour MP for Feltham and Heston who asked if the Prime Minister would meet the
Afghan diaspora to discuss their concerns.

On the same day Preet Kaur Gill MP, the Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for British Sikhs
wrote to both the Foreign and Home Secretary raising concerns about the safety of the minority Sikh
community in Afghanistan and deportation of Afghan Sikhs from the UK.
Other MPs like Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi, the Labour MP from Slough also posed the Foreign
Secretary and Home Secretary Parliamentary Questions on the same issue.
Later this afternoon Sikh representatives will be holding a Sikh roundtable meeting, held every three
or four months, with representatives from various government departments, including the Home
Office. The meeting is arranged and hosted by Lord Bourne, the Minister responsible for faith
communities at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG).
Despite the high profile of the terrorist attack on the Afghan Sikh minority and considerable
Parliamentary interest MHCLG officials have been very reluctant leading up to the meeting to include
the plight of Afghan Sikhs on the agenda or allow a prominent representative of the Afghan Sikh
community living in the UK to attend the meeting.
Various organisations like the Sikh Federation (UK), Sikh Council UK and Lord Singh, the Director of
the Network of Sikh Organisations asked for this issue to be put on the agenda and have expressed
concerns that officials should not be dictating who attends from the Sikh community and what is or is
not on the agenda.
Sikh representatives have agreed they will raise this matter with Lord Bourne at the meeting today at
2pm and Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) who is close to Caroline Nokes, the
Minister for State for Immigration, will reach out to her directly to meet representatives of the Afghan
Sikh community.
Bhai Amrik Singh added:-“The Afghan Sikh community has been decimated by decades of conflict,
face widespread discrimination and daily threats from the Taliban and ISIS in Afghanistan.”
“The number of Sikhs left have dwindled from 80,000 to less than 1,000. These killings sadly
demonstrate there is no secure future for Sikhs in Afghanistan that have been failed by all
concerned.”
“The least we expect Sajid Javid to do as the Home Secretary is accept the security threats to the
tiny Sikh minority and that Afghan Sikhs living in the UK should not face deportation.”
INDIA NEEDS TO ACCEPT THE LONG STANDING DEMAND FOR A SIKH HOMELAND IS
GAINING POLITICAL SUPPORT
5 August 2018 - The Sikh Federation (UK) has written to the Sunday Times responding to an article
published earlier today with the sensational headline “Assassination suspect plans Sikh separatist
rally in Britain”.
The full letter reads:
We were most disturbed by your sensational headline “Assassination suspect
plans Sikh separatist rally in Britain”.
Anyone living in the UK has the right to peacefully protest provided you
have obtained the necessary permissions from relevant authorities.
We assume the organisers, USA based Sikhs For Justice, obtained the
necessary permissions/licences from the Greater London Authority for the
event in Trafalgar Square next week before publicising the event.
The so-called ‘Referendum 2020’ campaign launched more than four years ago
in the USA is nothing more than an unofficial opinion poll and another small step to raise awareness
on the treatment of Sikhs by the Indian authorities and the continued demand for a Sikh homeland.

As usual the Indian authorities are over reacting to the Sikh Diaspora and resorting to misinformation.
Since 1966 the Indian state in accepting the right to self determination at the UN imposed an
unacceptable ‘reservation’ that it could not apply to the people of India. No doubt fearing a break up
of the country with a number of legitimate secessionist movements.
The right of self-determination is a basic human right and absolutely fundamental to the protection of
individual rights. The vast majority if not all UK politicians support this right based on international
law.
The Sikhs right to self determination is helpfully summarised in the Sikh Manifesto. We have
engaged with UK MPs from all political parties, Ministers and shadow ministers, foreign governments
and those at the UN. They have all responded positively to the arguments presented.
UK Government ministers of different political persuasion in meetings with us have also
acknowledged the historical context as Sikhs were the third party with whom the British negotiated
the transfer of power in 1947.
There is also a recognition that Clement Attlee’s Labour government at that time offered Sikhs a
separate homeland. The Indian authorities are therefore extremely sensitive and suspicious, as we
are well aware, of anything happening in Britain that vaguely promotes the demand for a Sikh
homeland.
However, calls for the reestablishment of a sovereign Sikh state, given the 1849 British annexation of
the largest sovereign Sikh state that existed for 50 years and was recognised by all the world powers
are not new. In the period leading up to the creation of India and Pakistan in 1947 several resolutions
were passed by Sikhs for an independent Sikh State.
On 20 August 1944, the All Parties Sikh Conference passed a resolution for an independent
Sikh state. On 10 March 1946 the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee (SGPC), an
elected representative body of Sikhs passed a resolution for the formation of an independent
Sikh state. On 22 March 1946, the Shiromani Akali Dal the representative political party of the
Sikhs at that time, passed a resolution for an independent Sikh state.
Politicians and a number of governments
across
the
globe
understand
the
mistreatment and discrimination of the
Sikhs since partition in 1947. They are also
aware of the peaceful agitation by Sikhs for
greater autonomy in the 1970s and 1980s
and the Indian regime’s brutal response
ultimately resulting in the 1984 Sikh
Genocide. This was followed by a decade
of false encounters, torture and extrajudicial
killings by Indian police and paramilitary
forces for which the Sikhs have had no
justice.
In our view the reestablishment of a Sikh
homeland is inevitable with the Sikh
Diaspora leading the way and gaining the direct support of world powers like the USA and China with
a vested interest and countries like the UK, Germany, Canada and Australia to name a few, also
playing their part.
Both India and Pakistan know they will in due course be forced to break apart and a strong and
resourceful Sikh homeland extending well beyond ‘Indian occupied Punjab’ respecting the rights of
all living there will emerge.

UK MPS WHO HOSTED RAHUL GANDHI IN PARLIAMENT URGED TO CONDEMN HIM FOR
FLATLY DENYING CONGRESS INVOLVEMENT IN 1984 SIKH GENOCIDE
27 August 2018 - The Sikh Federation (UK) is asking constituents to question any MPs present at an
event in the Grand Committee Room in Westminster last Friday and to urge the MPs concerned to
condemn Rahul Gandhi for his outrageous and offensive denial of Congress involvement in the 1984
Sikh Genocide.
Photographs clearly show the presence of three Labour
MPs Keith Vaz, sitting next to Rahul Gandhi and Virendra
Sharma and Seema Malhotra sitting to one side. All three
MPs have been contacted and been given an opportunity
to publicly condemn Rahul Gandhi for what he said.
Previously they have all been supportive on the need for
justice for the 1984 Sikh Genocide alongside the Labour
leadership therefore they should not now be silent.
Sanjay Suri of CNN News 18 and an eye witness against
Kamal Nath from November 1984 when he was working for
the Indian Express asked Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
about the criminal involvement of the Congress Party in the
killing of Sikhs in 1984. There is ample evidence that some
Congress leaders led or encouraged mobs to target Sikhs.

victims of the genocide and the media.

In a surprise and deeply offensive response Rahul Gandhi
with a poker face controversially said he did not agree that
the Congress Party was involved. This denial will haunt him
and has already been jumped upon by political opponents,

Rahul, son of Rajiv Gandhi, grandson of Indira Gandhi, great-grandson of Jawaharlal Nehru, heads
the Congress. He frequently invokes his party’s historical role in winning freedom for India to take
credit for past achievements. He must therefore accept responsibility for the Congress party’s role in
the 1984 Sikh Genocide despite having no personal involvement.
Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: “Like father, like son. Many hold Rahul’s
father, Rajiv Gandhi as the main culprit as the person who had ultimate responsibility for encouraging
rather than preventing the 1984 Sikh Genocide.”
“His insensitive remarks when Indira Gandhi was shot dead by two of her Sikh bodyguards and his
rationalisation of the violence with the distasteful aphorism, “When a big tree falls, the earth shakes”
will never be forgotten.”
“For electoral gain Rajiv Gandhi and the Congress Party disgracefully organised the genocide of Sikhs
by fostering the idea that the bullets which killed Indira Gandhi were fired by the entire Sikh
community.”
“We understand Keith Vaz was the host and Virendra Sharma and Seema Malhotra were in the
audience. Their silence at the time and in the last 72 hours is unacceptable with the commitments
they have given on the need for justice for the 1984 Sikh Genocide to the tens of thousands of Sikh
constituents they each have in Leicester, Southall and Hounslow.”
“Public condemnation of the Congress chief is the least their Sikh constituents expect and deserve as
the Congress Party is criminally culpable.”
“Rahul Gandhi’s insensitive denial of Congress Party involvement in the 1984 Sikh Genocide in the
two-day visit to London knowing what has factually already been established reinforces why those of
us demanding a Sikh homeland are gaining widespread support.”

A further court appearance is arranged for Friday 10 November, which may provide the first
opportunity for the British officials in India to visit and talk to Jagtar and provide legal assistance.
Lawyers familiar with police tactics have pointed out it is highly suspicious his arrest came four days
after a ‘Jimmy’ Singh from Jammu handed himself to Indian police when he returned to India having
spent several years living in the UK. It is highly probable he has returned to India on the
understanding he will become an informant or been interrogated and provided names of others.
Police have suggested in Indian media reports that Jagtar’s only crime is he has been ‘running a
magazine’ in the UK of atrocities during the 1984 Sikh Genocide and influencing the youth through
social media. Sources in the UK suggest the Indian authorities are fabricating evidence or
exaggerating his role. If the Indian authorities believed what he was doing in the UK amounted to
breaking the law they should have raised this matter with the UK authorities so they could have taken
appropriate action.
This young man should be enjoying married life, but finds himself the subject of some sort of
conspiracy hatched by the Punjab police and leading politicians. Two days ago the Chief Minister of
Punjab was prompted by the Punjab police chief DGP Suresh Arora in a press conference to
specifically mention the young man by name and pass a public judgement.
Gurpreet Singh Johal, the elder brother said: “Jagtar has not
been charged, let alone had a trial, but the Chief Minister has
made incendiary and prejudicial remarks to the media. Unless
the British authorities quickly step in this will guarantee a lawabiding British citizen will be illegally detained for some time and
will not receive a fair trial. He should be immediately released
and returned to the UK.”
“It is also my understanding that my brother was not even
named on the police First Information Request (FIR) equivalent
of a warrant or charge sheet. This raises further questions that
his detention is opportunist and the absence of any evidence against my brother”
The Chief Minister is getting a reputation for making outlandish and fabricated claims. He first
targeted the highly respected Canadian Defence Minister Harjit Singh Sajjan during his official visit to
India. More recently he targeted Jagmeet Singh, the newly elected leader of the NDP in Canada. In
comparison making false claims about an unknown 30 year old Sikh from Scotland who is not even
known in active Sikh circles in Britain is easy.
Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: “We are deeply concerned for the
mental and physical well-being of this young man who got married on 18 October and was spending
time with his wife before returning to the UK.”
“Punjab police are notorious for their brutality and use of torture during interrogation to extract
information or obtain false confessions.”
“Given some of the media reports we are disturbed by the lack of urgency and action taken by the
British High Commission in both Delhi, the mission in Chandigarh and the Foreign Office in London.
They have failed to make contact with senior police officers to ensure the safety and wellbeing of this
young British man.”
“The British authorities really need to pull their finger out and nip this in the bud as the Indian police
and politicians are known to be corrupt to the core. They have no regard for a fair judicial process
and obtaining evidence legally to establish if they have a case that will stand up in court. They use the
media to spread false information as they need to be seen to be tough, so suspects can be held
indefinitely even if the person is eventually proved to be found innocent.”

BRITAIN APPEARS POWERLESS TO STOP ABUSE OF 30 YEAR OLD SCOT BY INDIAN
AUTHORITIES
8 December 2017 - Despite discussions with his counterpart Boris Johnson’s efforts have to date
proved ineffective in gaining unfettered access to a British citizen since his abduction some five
weeks ago on 4 November 2017.
Jagtar has therefore been deliberately prevented by his abusers from spelling out first hand to British
consular staff the torture, abuse and mistreatment he has experienced at the hands of the Indian
police and been repeatedly denied an independent medical assessment.
Instead many have today watched a leading Indian TV channel in disbelief that shockingly showed
extracts from Indian police interviews of Jagtar that you would assume would be classified and
confidential.
The interviews have been leaked to the
Indian media in an attempt to demonise
and put at risk other British Sikhs and their
families who have been named by Jagtar.
As Jagtar was giving police interviews as
opposed to interviews that would be
leaked by the police to the TV channels he
specifies what he did in the way of
research and translations for the Never
Forget 84 website and those he met and
communicated with as part of his
research.
Bhai Narinderjit Singh, the General
Secretary of the Sikh Federation (UK) said:
“Surely the police should be investigating
and presenting hard evidence in court rather
than adding to this shambolic circus of a trial by media that was started by the Chief Minister of
Punjab and the Director General of Police.”
“These tactics of the police smack of desperation in an attempt to try and discredit Jagtar and cause
confusion by implying he is spilling the beans on others.”
The news segment by India Today shocked many as it falsely showed alongside Jagtar’s interviews
images of somebody the Indian government claim to be a Pakistani ISI officer posing for photos with
several Sikhs described as “Khalistani terrorists”.
However, the Indian media has been exposed for fabrication. The person described by the Indian
government as an ISI officer is Ihsan H. Nadiem, a Pakistani archaeologist, museologist, author and
poet. This is a major embarrassment for the Indian authorities.
Several of the British Sikhs pictured and falsely described as “Khalistani terrorists” alongside those
demonised via the inappropriate release of extracts of Jagtar’s confidential police interviews are
expected next week to raise official complaints about the Indian authorities to the Foreign Office via
their MPs.
UK GOVERNMENT TRYING TO GET OUT OF ASSURANCE GIVEN IN PARLIAMENT OF
‘EXTREME ACTION’ AGAINST INDIA FOR TORTURING 30 YEAR OLD SCOT
12 December 2017 - Despite 14 court appearances Jagtar has still not been charged and remains in
the custody of Punjab police accused of his torture.

In a well known, but absurd tactic, the Punjab police introduce new cases that need investigating
each time the court rules Jagtar should be moved from police to judicial custody.
These constant court appearances and moving from one case to the next suggest Jagtar is still under
the jurisdiction of the Punjab police and not being investigated by the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) as previously reported.
The NIA is regarded as more professional in establishing what evidence is available and bringing
charges or releasing those under investigation.
Senior police officers have ignored a court order and apparent requests by senior Indian politicians in
Delhi and Punjab to allow Jagtar private access to British consular staff.
Disturbingly Foreign Office officials have also been insisting they need direct ‘consent’ from Jagtar
before they can act on his torture allegations and demand an independent medical assessment.
They have refused to accept the written affidavit of his lawyer of torture allegations made by Ja gtar
and turned down repeated requests by his family to take action.
In an apparent and astonishing attempt at a U-turn Preet Kaur
Gill MP, the Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for
British Sikhs has received a letter from Mark Field, the Minister
of State for Asia and the Pacific, stating Jagtar has confirmed
he is ‘fine’.
However, in the letter the Minister has failed to mention the
senior and experienced consular official who first met Jagtar 12
days after his abduction concluded after the first supervised
meeting with Jagtar that he was ‘vulnerable’.
Preet Kaur Gill MP said: “Jagtar’s case demonstrates the rights
of British nationals to have unfettered access to the full support
of consular staff at a time when they are most vulnerable must
not be compromised or watered down.”
“We can not afford a repeat of the delay and errors in securing
justice as we had in getting the release of the Chennai Six.”
Bhai Narinderjit Singh, the General Secretary of the Sikh
Federation (UK) said: “Many MPs will be incensed with the line
now being taken by the Foreign Office Minister given the promise of ‘extreme action’ in the Commons
three weeks ago.”
“We have talked to experienced British lawyers who deal with such cases that have told us the
‘consent’ argument being used by Foreign Office officials is nothing more than an excuse.”
“The line being taken probably suits both governments as it avoids the need for extreme action by
Britain against India, but it also sends a signal across the globe that the Britis h government is
powerless in ensuring basic rights for its citizens if they are abducted and tortured while abroad.”
FOREIGN OFFICE UNDER PRESSURE NOT TO REPEAT THE SAME MISTAKES AS IN THE
CHENNAI SIX CASE
13 December 2017 - Two written Parliamentary Questions have been answered this week by Mark
Field, the Minister of State for Asia and the Pacific.
Bim Afolami, the Conservative MP for Hitchin and Harpenden asked about the representations made
by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) with the Government of India and on the treatment
of Jagtar Singh Johal.

Mark Field admitted consular staff in India were made
aware of allegations of mistreatment through Jagtar's legal
representation.
The Minster in his response continued by stating the
priority was to inquire about these specific allegations with
Jagtar in private, but admitted consular staff had not
secured a private meeting despite the efforts of the
Foreign Secretary.
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi, the Labour MP for Slough had
raised a Parliamentary Question about the reasons for
denial of private and unfettered access to British consular
services to Jagtar. The Minister failed to give any reasons, but admitted they were continuing to
discuss the matter of a private meeting with the Indian authorities.
Bhai Narinderjit Singh, the General Secretary of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: “This dumbing down of
the Minister’s written response by FCO officials exactly three weeks after MPs were told in the
Commons by Foreign Minister Rory Stewart of “extreme action” against India strongly suggests the
Foreign Office are more concerned about trade relations with India than the illegal detention and
torture of an innocent British citizen.”
CALL FOR FOREIGN MINISTER TO RESIGN, WITHDRAW IRRESPONSIBLE COMMENT AND
APOLOGISE TO FAMILY
15 December 2017 - We understand British consular staff met Jagtar yesterday who continues to be
tortured and mistreated by Indian police.
Jagtar confirmed through his lawyer that he is being held in solitary confinement and handcuffed 24
hours a day.
Two English-speaking senior Indian police officers were again present to listen to Jagtar’s every word
so the meeting was not private. However, we understand Jagtar put himself at risk and indicated he
wanted consular staff to act upon his assertion of third degree torture and mistreatment made a
month ago to his lawyer.
Bhai Narinderjit Singh, the General Secretary of the Sikh
Federation (UK) said: “Mark Field should be ashamed that his
irresponsible and insensitive comment earlier this week that Jagtar
is “fine” has forced Jagtar to put himself at risk.”
“Mark Field’s comment now looks reckless and if Jagtar faces
further hardship as a direct result of Foreign Office incompetence
he should resign.”
Jagtar’s MP, Martin Docherty-Hughes who has led the political
challenge for action to safeguard his constituent was furious by the
comment by Mark Field earlier this week that his constituent was
“fine”.
Preet has sent a strongly worded reply to Mark Field’s letter and said
Jagtar’s family were deeply upset with what the Minister had written and were concerned that private
access to Jagtar had to date not been secured by British consular staff and the allegations of third
degree torture had still not been pursued.
Bhai Narinderjit Singh, the General Secretary of the Sikh Federation (UK) added: “The Foreign
Minister should immediately withdraw his insensitive comment and apologise to the family.”

“Preet has said the Minister was irresponsible, but we would go further and suggest he has been
negligent as Indian politicians have been lining up to quote the Foreign Minister and used it to justify
third degree torture by Indian police against a British citizen.”
URGENT APPEAL TO THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON TORTURE FOR 30YEAR OLD SCOT ILLEGALLY DETAINED IN INDIA
18 December 2017 - On 30 November
representatives of the Sikh Federation (UK) and
Gurpreet Singh Johal met Redress to discuss their
involvement in the Jagtar Singh Johal case.
Today Redress and Ensaaf filed an urgent appeal
to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on
Torture.
For the first time the appeal reveals that at
Jagtar’s court hearing on 10 November witnesses
observed he had severe difficulty in standing or
walking, and had to be assisted by police officers
as he entered and left the courtroom.
This explains why his lawyers and British consular
staff were not allowed to enter the court room.
This appeal by human rights organisations adds
pressure on the British Government to take the
‘extreme action’ promised in Parliament four
weeks earlier.
30-YEAR OLD SCOT SECRETLY TAKEN BACK INTO INDIAN POLICE CUSTODY TO FACE
TORTURE AND DEATH THREATS
17 January 2018 - Earlier today the NIA took police remand of Jagtar Singh Johal who has spent over
ten weeks in prison in India without charge.
Jagtar, his family, those supporting him across the globe and his lawyers were relieved when at the
start of the month his police custody came to an end after a two month nightmare.
In police custody he faced third degree torture, threats, intimidation and mental blackmail with the
unprecedented release of so-called confessional police investigation videos to the Indian media.
Today in a surprise and secret move highlighting the desperation of the NIA Jagtar was taken out of
judicial custody in high security Nabha Jail and presented before an Additional Sessions Judge, with
the special NIA judge on leave.
Jagtar was not allowed any legal representation and the court handed over Jagtar to the NIA for the
next 6 days.
Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: “We are deeply concerned with this
latest move. Based on what we know Jagtar’s life is in serious danger and the UK Government
appears powerless or unwilling to act against the Indian authorities.”
“The Foreign Office has been dragging its heels and given what his lawyer has shared in writing with
the British Deputy High Commissioner about the NIA modus operandi in this case they will know now
is the time for the ‘extreme action’ they promised.”

We can reveal on 27 November Mark Field, the Foreign Minister responsible for relations with India,
gave positive signals on their hopes of Jagtar being released “sooner rather than later” in a meeting
with Jagtar’s brother and his MP Martin Docherty-Hughes.
However, it took the British authorities until 14 December when Jagtar put himself at risk by insisting
in front of senior police officers that the third degree torture issue needed to be escalated and for
British concerns to be formally raised in writing with the Indian authorities. Further frustrated with the
lack of progress by the FCO, on such serious allegations, Jagtar himself took even greater personal
risk to directly inform the FCO in an supervised meeting on the 11 January about the third degree
torture he suffered in intimate detail.
The update from the Head of
Prisoner Policy and Human
Rights Team at the FCO read:
”Staff were able to discuss
torture
and
mistreatment
allegations… Jagtar said that he
was
physically
mistreated
during
the
period
4-7
November, when he was first
detained.”
This confirmation has led to
strong calls from the family and supporters of the campaign to demand that the British government
immediately act upon a promise of ‘extreme action’ following this personal statement from Jagtar.
It is understood the British Deputy High Commissioner raised concerns about the police investigation
videos being released to the Indian media that would prevent Jagtar getting a fair trial if he is
charged, the third degree torture allegations, the lack of agreement to independent medical
examinations and the lack of private access to British consular staff.
Under police custody the courts eventually granted his lawyer one hour access on a daily basis.
However, according to correspondence between Jagtar’s lawyer and the
British Deputy High Commissioner that we have seen on 21 December he
was “given less than five minutes” to meet Jagtar with “eight to ten NIA
officials” present. He was given no access to Jagtar from 23 December until
he was presented in court on 26 December.
When Jagtar met his lawyers (Advocate Jaspal Singh Manjpur and senior
Defence Counsel, Advocate Brijinder Singh Sodhi) in court on 26 December
he revealed to them “he has been pressurised and threatened by the NIA
officials in New Delhi that either he confesses to the crimes alleged” or he
becomes a prosecution witness.
His lawyer states in writing to the British Deputy High Commissioner (on 26
December) “He also disclosed that the officials threatened him that if he turns down these offers then
he will face severe consequences and spend the rest of his life in jail.”
UK GOVERNMENT FAILING 30-YEAR OLD SCOT TORTURE VICTIM HELD IN INDIAN JAIL FOR
3 MONTHS WITHOUT CHARGE
1 February 2018 - Today Jagtar appeared in court for the 24th time, but still no evidence has been
presented and no charges have been forthcoming.
The NIA that took over the case six weeks ago from Punjab police was reprimanded by the judge
today for delays and failing to produce the correct paper work.

Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: “The Foreign Secretary has failed to
issue a statement or meet Jagtar’s family and Sir Dominic Asquith, the British High Commissioner to
India has also been silent.”
“Mark Field has been photographed wining and dining with Indian government representatives and
more concerned with trade and protests against the Indian PM, Narendra Modi when he visits Britain
in April.”
Yesterday a report titled:
‘Beyond discretion – The
protection of British Nationals
abroad from torture and illtreatment’ was released in
Parliament by Redress, a
human rights organisation
dedicated to securing justice
for torture victims.
More than 100 British citizens
a year are subjected to illtreatment in foreign jails, but
many struggle to get the
Foreign Office assistance
they need.
All speakers in relation to Jagtar Singh Johal and the Chennai 6 agreed that the British Government
was failing to provide strong enough protection to its citizens when they are unjustly jailed and
tortured In India.
The 75-page Redress report highlights the specific cases of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe in Iran,
Andargachew ‘Andy’ Tsege in Ethiopia and Jagtar Singh Johal in India and accuses the UK
Government of “a failure to speak out in the face of serious human rights violations” that “seriously
weakens the protection of its own nationals and risks legitimising abuses.”
A very broad coalition is being put together involving the Chennai 6 and Scots in general to protest
against the treatment of British citizens tortured and jailed in India.

WESTMINSITER DEBATE HELD ABOUT BRITISH NATIONALS IMPROSONED ABROUD AS
JAGTAR SINGH REACHES 131 DAYS IN DETENTION WITHOUT CHARGE
13 March 2018 – In a Westminster Hall debate called
by Preet Kaur Gill MP she raised the following; In
October 2017, Jagtar travelled to India to marry his
fiancée. On 4 November, while out shopping, he was
seized by plain-clothes officers, hooded and abducted.
Following a brief court hearing, he was held
incommunicado by Indian police for nine days at an
undisclosed location, and he was denied all access to
lawyers, British consular staff and family members.
On 10 November, Jagtar was secretly presented in
court while his lawyer and British consular staff were,
outrageously, left outside the courtroom waiting to be called. They were informed along with the
media only after he had been presented before the court and had left the courtroom. Subsequently,
witnesses reported that Jagtar had great difficulty standing or walking and had to be assisted by the
police officers escorting him in and out of the courtroom, supporting Jagtar’s claim of severe torture.
On 14 November, in the courtroom when Jagtar first met his lawyer, briefly, he made allegations of
severe torture between 5 and 9 November. That included leg separation and electric shocks to his
ears, nipples and genitals. He has told lawyers that police also forced him to sign blank pieces of
paper, believed to be for the purpose of forging confessions.
On 16 November, after much lobbying, British consular staff were eventually able to meet Jagtar,
some 12 days after his abduction, torture and interrogation, but two senior police officers remained in
the interrogation room to prevent a private conversation. The experienced consular officer present
assessed Jagtar and concluded that he was prevented from fully opening up about his mistreatment
or to show signs of torture, and he was declared ‘vulnerable’.
To date, unacceptably, the Indian authorities have prevented Jagtar from having private access to
British consular staff. Will the Minister please offer some explanation as to why the Indian authorities

have done that? What actions has the FCO taken in
the past 130 days to address such an unacceptable
state of affairs?
On 21 November, in response to a parliamentary
question by the hon. Member for West
Dunbartonshire (Martin Docherty-Hughes), the then
FCO Minister, the hon. Member for Penrith and The
Border (Rory Stewart), described Jagtar’s treatment
as “unconstitutional” and warned of “extreme
action” against the Indian authorities.
For a large part of his detention, Jagtar has been subjected to severe torture, sleep deprived, had
constant verbal abuse, solitary confinement, use of handcuffs 24 hours a day, and misinformation
about his family and the British authorities have been used to exploit and demoralise Jagtar mentally.
In December 2017, Redress called on the UN special rapporteur on torture to intervene in Jagtar’s
case, and on the Indian Government to ensure that he is protected from further torture. Redress also
called for Jagtar to be provided with an immediate independent medical examination —which he has
been denied, despite repeated requests by his lawyer—and for the allegations of torture to be
investigated according to international law. The next hearing for such a medical will be held
sometime in March, almost four months after the alleged torture took place. Again, will the Minister
please update us on the steps taken to secure an independent medical examination and any
necessary medical treatment following the allegations of torture?
Jagtar’s case is extremely serious, but it has become farcical and a trial by media. He has been
brought to court more than 30 times over the past four months, and he has been taken in and out of
judicial and police custody. I understand that the FCO has expressed concerns in writing that
confidential police investigation videos of Jagtar, taken when he was under duress, have
inappropriately been released to Indian TV station. Has the FCO complained to the Indian authorities
about Jagtar facing trial by media, which means that, if charged, he would never get a fair trial?
The British High Commission has never been able to meet Jagtar in private. Requests for private
access to him have been denied repeatedly. I will go into more detail about the importance of private
visits by consular officials in cases such as Jagtar’s. The VCCR states that nationals should be “f ree
to communicate” and have access to consular officers. In cases of torture, often the authorities will
be present in the room or will find other ways of monitoring and controlling interactions between
consular officers and the individual. The International Committee of the Red Cross, which conducts
prison visits throughout the world to ensure humane treatment, recognises that private interviews are
the only way to make it possible to hear an individual’s point of view. In addition, the United Nations
Committee Against Torture has called on states to
“insist on unrestricted consular access to its
nationals who are in detention abroad, with facility
for
unmonitored
meetings
and,
if
required…appropriate medical expertise”.
Consular assistance is an important humanitarian
safeguard and provides a crucial link with the
outside world. Sometimes it is the only link. The UK
has said that it is a priority to meet Jagtar in
private, but it is unacceptable that after 130 days it
has not been able to do so. As I conclude my
remarks about Jagtar, I ask the Minister whether
the Foreign Secretary will meet Jagtar’s family, who are concerned with the priority being given to
this case.

I therefore ask the Minister whether the Prime Minister will raise Jagtar’s case with Narendra Modi
when she meets him next month in London, given that she spoke to the BBC and showed interest in
Jagtar’s case within days of his abduction and torture.
We cannot sit idly by while British citizens are deprived of some of the most basic rights t hat we hold
dear. An integral part of being a responsible member of the global community is to conduct oneself in
accordance with international rules and norms, none more so than the 1948 universal declaration of
human rights, which states that human rights should be protected by the rule of law. The
Government are obliged to ensure that all British citizens are subject to this protection, and I call on
them to use every legitimate means to ensure that no British citizen should have to suffer such
unlawful and inhumane treatment.
SIKH PROTEST RALLY IN GENEVA URGING UN ACTION FOLLOWING KILLING OF SIKH
ACTIVIST AND FREEDOM FIGHTER IN INDIAN JUDICIAL CUSTODY
3 May 2018 - Sikh Federation (UK)
representatives will join Sikhs from across the
globe at the Sikh protest rally outside the UN
office in Geneva on Friday 4 May 2018 between
12 noon and 4pm.
The main focus of the rally is to call for UN action
against India for the killing of Harminder Singh, a
well know Sikh activist and freedom fighter, while
in judicial custody in Patiala jail on 18 April 2018.
Harminder Singh was deported from Thailand to
India in November 2014 where he had been
tortured and abused while in custody.
Although it has been reported he suffered cardiac
arrest many have raised concerns and expressed
doubts about the circumstances in which he died
and the denial of basic medical facilities that he
raised with his family prior to his death.
A judicial inquiry has been announced
surrounding his suspicious death following
pressure from Sikh organisations in Punjab and a
hunger strike initiated by fellow Sikh prisoners in
a number of other jails across Punjab.
Advocate Jaspal Singh Manjhpur, representing
Harminder Singh met the leadership of the Sikh Federation (UK) on 1 May 2018 in a shor t stopover in
London on his return to India from Canada and repeated the Indian state had conspired to kill
Harminder Singh.
He said the jail warden ignored the advice and recommendations of the jail doctor to get Harminder
Singh examined from PGI, Chandigarh suggesting a state conspiracy to kill him that has been
repeated by his family members.
The Sikh Federation (UK) has also arranged for Sikh representatives to meet staff in Geneva at the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).
This will include staff supporting Agnès S. Callamard, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions where they will raise concerns about the collusion between Thailand
and India and explore actions that can be taken against both countries following Harminder Singh’s
death.

Three others, Gurpreet Singh Gurdaspur, Jagtar Singh Tara and Gurdev Singh Jajja were also
deported from Thailand and remain in prison in Indian jails.
Following the suspicious death of Harminder Singh there are concerns for the well-being of the other
Sikh political prisoners that currently total around 150.
The suspicious death of Harminder Singh following police beatings, mistreatment and medical
neglect has direct implications for Jagtar Singh Johal as Indian police have tried to connect them
through inadmissible police interrogation videos released to the media.
The Sikh delegation meeting OHCHR staff will include the brother of Jagtar Singh Johal who will be
seeking clarification and assurances about actions being taken by the Special Rapporteur on Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment since REDRESS filed an urgent
appeal in December 2017.

ABOUT US
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Given the number of wide ranging projects and challenges ahead, we are keen to a�ract professionals and
welcome addi�onal volunteers. Key skills and sector knowledge are needed in local & central government,
poli�cs & lobbying, human rights, PR & media and web & social media.

www.sikhfeduk.com
info@sikhfeduk.com
www.facebook.com/sikhfedera�onuk

www.twi�er.com/sikhfeduk
www.youtube.com/sikhfeduk

