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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The Sikh Federation (UK) is widely recognised within the wider community and mainstream media as the most prominent
and trusted Sikh political voice in the UK. The organisation is highly visible and lobbies globally for the establishment of a
sovereign Sikh State of Khalistan.

The Federation’s uncompromising position on Khalistan and its longstanding criticism of the Indian government since the 1984
Sikh Genocide continue to create significant challenges for official UK government engagement. The Federation believes Indian
government pressure has contributed to a preference within parts of government for engagement with Sikh representatives who
re less critical of India In September 2024, marking its 40th anniversary, the Sikh Federation (UK) made a major change to its leadership
and operating model. Over the last twelve months the organisation has considerably enhanced its mainstream media exposure
and political profile, reinforcing its role as a leading Sikh pressure group in the UK.

A serious personal data breach by Home Office officials in early July exposed details of individuals, academics and organisations
with whom the government engages from the Sikh community. The next 6-12 months will be important in showing whether the
Labour government under new leadership changes its approach to Sikh community engagement, which the Federation believes
lacks sophistication and credibility.

This contrasts with engagement by several opposition political parties over the last 12 months, whose leadershi teams have
privately engaged with the Sikh Federation (UK) and sought to build greater understanding and working relationships around
specific issues.

The Sikh Federation (UK) has also considerably increased its international profile. Sikhs across the globe, especially those in Punjab,
have recognised the organisation’s efforts and role around the 40th anniversaries of the historic Sarbat Khalsa on 26 January 1986
and the Declaration of Khalistan on 29 April 1986.

Over the last two years the Sikh Federation (UK) has re-engaged with European political institutions, While international
engagement through Sikh Federation International has expanded considerably. Conferences in Baku and Geneva have generated
engagement and interest from a number of nations and leading NGOs around transnational repression by the Indian government
targeting Sikh activists campaigning for Khalistan.

As we mark the 25th anniversary of 9/11, Anti-Sikh hate crime remains a major concern. The Sikh Federation (UK) held two dedicated
parliamentary lobbies in October 2025, following the attacks in Wolverhampton, Oldbury and Walsall, and in July 2026, following a
sharp rise in reported Anti-Sikh hate and the killing of Kirandeep Kaur in Hayes. Cross-party and cross-community support has grown
for the government to recognise the scale of AntiSikh hate and work directly with Sikh community organisations to tackle it.

The Federation hopes Shabana Mahmood, the Home Secretary, and Angela Rayner, the new Communities Secretary, will address
Anti-Sikh hate on a par with Antisemitism and Anti-Muslim hate and recognise the value of a statutory Code of Practice on Sikh
articles of faith to address ignorance and institutional discrimination.

Last year we highlighted how Jas Athwal MP and Warinder Juss MP had joined Preet Kaur Gill MP and Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi MP in
regularly raising Sikh issues since the 2024 General Election. This year we are also pleased to report Satvir Kaur MP and Harpreet Kaur
Uppal MP, both now holding government roles, increasingly appreciate our work and the public stance we have taken on difficult issues
such as the tragic murder of Henry Nowak. In the Sikh Federation (UK) booklet released last September we stated “the expectation is the
Prime Minister will resign and we will have a new Labour Leader and Prime Minister by the next Convention. Keir Starmer has been
forced to resign and Andy Burnham has become the Labour Leader and the new Prime Minister without opposition.

The hope is with Andy Burnham as Prime Minister and Ed Miliband as Foreign Secretary we will finally see
progress with:

- ajudge-led public inquiry into UK involvement in the attack on the Harmandir Sahib Complex in June
1984 and anti-Sikh measures under Margaret Thatcher as the issue has reached a critical flashpoint with

the British Sikh community, a vital democratic demographic; and
« securing the release and return of Jagtar Singh Johal with escalating internal and international pressure.

Phrai, Conile Singh

Chair of the Strategy Board of the Sikh Federation (UK)
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Over the last year the Sikh Federation (UK) has strengthened its political reach through
parliamentary lobbying, cross-party engagement, public interventions on major Sikh issues and
a growing international profile. This chapter brings together the principal political campaigns
and the media coverage that helped extend this reach.

POLITICAL ACCESS AND CROSS-PARTY ENGAGEMENT

The year started with the annual Convention at Guru Nanak Gurdwara, Sedgley Street, Wolverhampton.
The main international speakers were Paramijit Singh Mand, the working President of Dal Khalsa, Bhai
Moninder S|ngh and Bhai Prabjot Singh from Sikh Federation Canada.
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Rise in anti-Sikh hate crimes discussed with MPs

BBC - 28 October 2025

Concerns about a rise in anti-Sikh hate crimes
across the West Midlands have been raised in
Westminster.

Campaigners from the Sikh Federation (UK) have
met MPs at a lobby briefing in the Houses of
Parliament.

It follows a number of attacks and two racially
aggravated rapes in the region, in Walsall and
Oldbury, in recent weeks, as well as a violent
attack on two elderly Sikh taxi drivers in

Wolverhampton.
ey

Preet Kaur Gill, MP for Birmingham Edgbaston and
a Sikh herself, attended the lobby and told the BBC
it was a real time of worry for her community. The
government said it has "zero tolerance for any form
of religious hatred".

"This has created a really heightened sense of fear
in the community," Ms Gill said.

"As a Sikh woman, it's certainly something I'm now
thinking about.

"I walk everywhere, | use public transport. I'm
looking around, I'm telling my daughters and other
people | speak to to be aware of your
surroundings.

"When can | recall a time when I've had to tell
women to do that about their own safety? No one
should have to worry about going out, especially a
woman of colour."

BB [CENRYA

With regard to the
two racially
aggravated rapes,
Ms Gill added: "lt's
not something |
ever thought we
would see in
modern Britain
today.

"It's certainly not

something | would

expect to see,

especially with our

diverse communities
decades."

living side by side for

Distress the attacks have caused to local
communities has resulted in a campaign to hand
out rape alarms to Sikh students in the region.

The lobby also raised concerns the true number of
hate crimes against Sikhs was being masked,
because Sikhs are not measured as a distinct
category.

'Community feels forgotten'

In the 70,000 racially aggravated hate crimes
recorded in the year to March 2025, only 40%
included an ethnicity, and the ethnicity categories
are broad.

Ms Gill said this was particularly of concern
because Sikhs and Jews are not listed as distinct
categories.

"This is a big issue, because their ethnicity is not
even recorded by any public body," Ms Gill said.

"It matters in terms of fairness. Public bodies only
use the current ethnic categories in the ONS
census to be able to monitor people and deliver
public services - both Sikhs and Jews don't exist in
those categories, they're invisible to policy makers.

"So, this community feels forgotten, it feels
invisible, and it is saying, 'Enough is enough’, it
wants to see change."

Dabinderjit Singh OBE, from the Sikh Federation
(UK), was also at the lobby.

Mr Singh said: "What we're seeing over the
summer and following the summer is really getting
us to ask questions of, 'Are the police and Home
Office hiding away the true extent to which different
communities are affected?’



"What we just want are the answers and then we
can do something about it working with
government.

"We find the government is just silent on the issue
in terms of it doesn't even recognise anti-Sikh
hate."

'Police take robust action'

Mr Singh said the Sikh community had felt ignored
since the 9/11 attacks in New York City,
referencing the murder of Balbir Singh Sodhi, a
turban-wearing Sikh man who was killed in the first
hate-crime after the attacks, after being mistakenly
profiled as a Muslim.

A Home Office spokesperson said: "British Sikhs
make an outstanding contribution to the strength
and richness of our society.

"We have zero tolerance for any form of religious
hatred, and fully support the police in taking robust
action against those who target specific
communities.

"Places of worship must be safe and welcoming for
all, which is why this government is investing
£70.9m in 2025/26 to support the security and
peace of mind of those attending religious sites
including gurdwaras."

The wider campaign to recognise and tackle Anti-
Sikh hate, including the individual cases, the Sikh
Network survey and proposals for a statutory Code
of Practice on Sikh articles of faith, is covered in
Section 2.
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Tributes paid to community stalwart after cardiac arrest

Daily Echo — 8 February 2026

Tributes have been paid to a leading figure in the
Sikh community after he suffered a cardiac arrest.

Bhai Amrik Singh, chair of the Sikh Federation
(UK) Strategy Board and a long standing
Southampton resident of nearly 50 years, fell ill on
December 18.

Members of the community gathered at Gurdwara
Khalsa Darbar in Southampton to offer prayers for
his recovery.

It has since been confirmed that Bhai Amrik Singh
is now making strong progress and is “on his way
to a full recovery”.

Among those paying tribute was Caroline Nokes,
MP for Romsey and Southampton North, who has
known Bhai Amrik Singh and his family for more
than two decades.

Speaking at the Gurdwara on Sunday, February 3,
the Conservative MP described him as a “strong
and committed man”.

Addressing the congregation, she reflected on
three qualities that come to mind when she thinks
of him, telling worshippers: “He has always
welcomed me into his home, he has always been
there to provide advice and help when | have
needed it when | have sought his wise counsel on
issues which have been of concern politically, but
he has always done that alongside his family and |
am pleased to be able to call them my friends.”

Ms Nokes also praised his dedication to supporting
the Sikh community locally, adding: “l think
particularly of this building and of the work he has
put in with the whole community to make sure
there is a Gurdwara in my constituency available
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to all Sikhs in the area to come and worshlp and
practice their faith.”

She went on to speak about his personal resilience
during his illness.

“Nobody comes through a serious illness without
having inner strength,” she said. “He is a strong
man, a determined and committed man.”

She added that throughout the 20 years she has
known him, “during all of that time he has shown
himself to be a man of commitment and inner
strength.”

A spokesperson for the Sikh Federation (UK)
added: “Thankfully Bhai Amrik Singh is on his way
to a full recovery and he has been immensely
grateful for all those that have done Ardaas and the
hundreds that have sent him their well wishes.”

TOI

UK PM must apologise for Amritsar massacre: Sikh body

Times of India — 14 April 2026

Amritsar: UK based Sikh body, Sikh Federation
(UK), has stated that the UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer must show the courage, humility and
leadership to honour Labour's promise and issue a
formal apology to the worldwide Sikh community
for the Amritsar massacre.

Jaspal Singh, Lead Executive, Sikh Federation
(UK) , claimed that on the 100th anniversary of the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre on April 13, 1919, there
was huge pressure on the then UK Prime Minister,
Theresa May, to issue a formal apology to the
worldwide Sikh community.



"She stated in Parliament the massacre was a
‘tragedy’ that was a ‘shameful scar' on British
history. She referred to Queen Elizabeth Il in 1997
describing the event as a ‘distressing example' of
our history and we ‘deeply regret' what happened
and the suffering caused," he said.

He said that this was widely acknowledged as
falling short of a formal apology. The Labour
Leader at that time, Jeremy Corbyn, pushed for an
apology and stated a Labour Prime Minister would
put this right. This was also included in the Labour
manifesto.

"Last year for Keir Starmer was the first opportunity

avoided. Today is April 13 and Parliament is sitting.
It is ironic he has invited Sikhs and Labour MPs
with large numbers of Sikh constituents to attend a
Vaisakhi reception at 10 Downing Street this
evening," he said, adding that the opinion polls
suggest the biggest reason why those who voted
Labour in July 2024 are defecting is Labour not
delivering or breaking promises.

"Today is an opportunity for Keir Starmer to show
before the May 7 elections that he does not have
the same mindset as Nigel Farage, but has
courage, humility and leadership, by honouring a
Labour promise and issuing a formal apology for
the Amritsar massacre," he added.

as Prime Minister to make a formal apology, but
Parliament was not sitting and an apology was

SIKH FEDERATION (UK) SEEKS TIMELINE FOR LABOUR LEADERSHIP CHANGE, DEMANDS
ACTION ON 1984 INQUIRY AND JAGTAR SINGH JOHAL

12 May 2026 — London. Mounting pressure on Prime Minister Keir Starmer
has intensified following a blistering open letter from the Sikh Federation
(UK) to Labour MPs. The correspondence demands an “urgent need, in the
national interest, for a realistic timetable to elect a new Labour leader,”
citing the government’s failure to honour pre-election promises made to
the Sikh community.

After more than 18 months in power, the Labour leadership is facing severe
backlash from a demographic representing over one million votes. The
Federation’s letter places an intense spotlight on three core areas of
grievance: the long-delayed public inquiry into UK involvement in the 1984
Harmandir Sahib attack, the ongoing detention of British national Jagtar Singh Johal in India, and the
rising threat of India’s transnational repression on British soil.

The demand for a 1984 Public Inquiry

For over a decade, the Labour Party repeatedly promised to uncover the truth regarding Margaret
Thatcher’s administration’s actions against the Sikh community. The Federation notes that over 200
MPs, including more than 100 Labour MPs, have backed a judge-led public inquiry in writing.

However, since taking office, progress has stalled. The letter points to “the reluctance of civil servants
in FCDO” as a major roadblock. The Federation expressed hope that a change in leadership would
finally bring accountability, stating, “We believe a new Prime Minister will understand the importance
to Sikhs across the globe to be provided the truth and will have the courage to honour the promise.”

Missed opportunities for Jagtar Singh Johal

The case of Scottish Sikh Jagtar Singh Johal, who has been arbitrarily detained in India since 2017,
remains a high-priority diplomatic failure in the eyes of the Sikh community. The letter explicitly calls
out Starmer for missing “several opportunities” in 2025 to secure Johal’s return, notably after Johal
was acquitted of terror charges by a district court in Punjab in March 2025.

Despite a recent statement from ten UN human rights experts calling for the Indian government to drop
the remaining charges and release Johal immediately, the UK government’s response has been viewed
as deeply insufficient. The Federation argues that a “new Prime Minister will therefore have the mandate
to push for Jagtar’s immediate release.”



Transnational repression and the death of Avtar Singh Khanda

The Federation’s letter sounds the alarm on increasing transnational repression by the Indian
government targeting Sikh activists living in the UK. The organisation is demanding greater
transparency and urging the UK Government to “publicly call this out for it to be a deterrent.”

Specifically, the letter highlights the mysterious death of Sikh activist Avtar Singh Khanda in June 2023.
Calling the handling of the case as a “cover up,” the Federation insists that “there needs to be an
inquest and an inquiry into his death” to quell major concerns circulating within the community.

Surging Anti-Sikh Hate Crimes

Beyond international diplomacy, the letter addresses critical domestic failures, particularly concerning
hate crimes. Despite Starmer’s opposition-era promises to tackle Anti-Sikh hate on a par with
Antisemitism and Anti-Muslim hate, the Federation claims Labour has been “too slow to recognise,
acknowledge and tackle” the issue.

The letter references high-profile racist attacks in the West Midlands over the past year, including two
racially aggravated rapes of young Sikh women. The Federation criticises the classification of these
incidents merely as “racially aggravated” rather than specific Anti-Sikh hate crimes. By utilising
anonymised Census data, the Federation estimates that the actual number of Anti-Sikh hate crimes

may be “twenty times higher than currently reported.”
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Sikh voters and a changing political landscape, Sikh Federation
calls for Andy Burnham to back Golden Temple public inquiry

Press Association — 7 June 2026

The Sikh Federation has called on Andy
Burnham to support calls for a public inquiry into
British involvement in the storming of the Golden
Temple in 1984 during which hundreds of people

were killed.

More than 10,000 Sikhs are expected to gather in
central London on Sunday to mark the anniversary

of the attack, the federation said.
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In 2014 the government released documents which
showed the UK was aware of the then-Indian
president Indira Gandhi’s plans for troops to raid
the temple at Amritsar in northern India, to break
up a protest by Sikh separatists who wanted an
independent homeland to be formed, called
Khalistan.

The documents indicated Margaret Thatcher's
government sent an SAS officer to help the Indian
government plan the attack in 1984.

The Federation said it wrote to the mayor of
Greater Manchester in May, to ask him to order a
judge-led public inquiry to “deliver the truth” about
Lady Thatcher’s actions, should he become prime
minister by winning the Makerfield by-election and
challenging Sir Keir Starmer for the Labour
leadership.

The letter urged Mr Burnham to follow through on
promises his party made while in opposition.

A public inquiry into the attack has previously
received backing from the prime minister, and was
pledged in Labour’s 2017 and 2019 manifestos.

The Federation’s chief executive
for  political engagement
Dabinderjit Singh said there
was a “massive reluctance”
from the Foreign Office to

“honour Labour’s promise”,

claiming officials are
concerned an inquiry
could damage the
UK’s trade and
relationship with India.

‘Petrol on the fire’: Sikhs in UK reconsider Reform support over

response to Henry Nowak murder
Guardian - 17 June 2026

“There’s a genuine battle going on between
Reform UK and Labour for Sikh voters,” says
Dabinderijit Singh, of the Sikh Federation (UK).

Until the case of Henry Nowak, the 18-year-old
stabbed to death by Vickrum Digwa, a British Sikh,
hit headlines across the country, traditional support
for Labour among British Sikhs was slumping,
while support for Reform was rising from a low
base. But now the fledgling alliance between some
British Sikhs and the populist right is facing its
toughest test.

Mr Singh said: “Based on our previous
engagement with Andy Burnham, we are hopeful if
he became PM, he will deliver on the promise, and
he has made known his views about undue Indian
pressure.”

Security will be stepped up for this year's
remembrance march, which comes after “two
weeks of unprecedented media coverage and
unwarranted hate towards Sikhs”, the Federation
said.

It follows violent protests in reaction to the murder
of 18-year-old Henry Nowak, who was stabbed in
Southampton by Vickrum Digwa, who used a
ceremonial knife he carried as part of his Sikh
religion.

Several people have faced charges after a night of
disorder in the city on Tuesday, as community
leaders warned of the anxiety felt by members of
the Sikh faith.

After the release of documents in 2014, an internal
government review found the UK’s role in the 1984
attack was “purely advisory” and given months
beforehand.

Then-foreign secretary William Hague said British
military advice was given to India ahead of the
attack but said it had only “limited impact”.

In June last year, then-Commons leader Lucy
Powell responded to calls for a public inquiry in
Parliament, telling MPs she had not received a
response after following the issue up with the
Foreign Office.

guardian

The Reform party is facing questions from its own
Sikh membership about Zia Yusuf's threat to stop
British Sikhs from carrying ceremonial kirpan
blades, while community leaders blame comments
from the Reform leader, Nigel Farage — who called
for “pure, cold rage” after Nowak’s killer was jailed
for life — for contributing to anti-Sikh hate crime.

Reform’s deputy leader, Richard Tice, met Sikh
leaders after some “furious” Sikh Reform activists
warned him the party risked losing their vote for
good, the Guardian has learned.

Sikh community organisations say the blade Digwa
used was not a kirpan — the small blade Sikhs are
permitted to carry by UK law — but a Persian blade
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‘Petrol on
the fire’:
Sikhs in UK
reconsider
Reform
support over
response to
Henry Nowak
murder

Recent success among Sikh
voters in doubt after party’s
proposed kirpan ban adds to
sense of racist scapegoating

that Digwa wore as part of his membership of
Nihang, a Sikh warrior subculture. Nonetheless,
the case has triggered a debate that goes to the
heart of Sikh identity.

On 29 May, Reform’s home affairs spokesperson,
Zia Yusuf said: “I don’t care what religion you are
... Reform will repeal the exemption for Sikhs to
carry the kirpan”, in a post on X. Days later, Farage
said British people should respond with “pure, cold
rage” to the murder case.

Dabinderjit Singh, who is the Sikh Federation’s
chief executive for political engagement, said
Yusuf’'s comments had “no basis in logic” and that
Farage’s “unforgivable” words had intensified a
backlash against the law-abiding majority of British
Sikhs, among whom a survey is being circulated
collating experiences of hate crime in recent
weeks.

KEIR STARMER NEEDS TO PUT COUNTRY
PREMIERSHIP

London - 19 June 2026

It is understood that last week Labour government
ministers met MPs to discuss anti-Sikh hate. Sikh
organisations want an inquiry into police contacts
with Digwa, whose behaviour had been reported to
police by British Sikhs before he went on to kill.

“There have been dozens of physical attacks on
Sikhs in the UK and there are Canadian cases,
American cases,” Singh added. “This is 9/11 for us
all over again,” Singh added, referring to the abuse
Sikhs faced after the World Trade Center terror
attacks, from racists who mistook them for
Muslims.

“Basically, there was a fire and Farage just threw
petrol on it,” Singh added.

Support for Reform among Sikhs, whose
community has grown since the last census when
it was recorded at 525,000, had been increasing.
In 2024, 3% of Sikhs voted for Reform, but by
2025, 7% backed Reform, with support strongest
among men and younger people, according to the
British Sikh Report.

Support for Labour fell from 40% to 18% over the
same period, those who did not intend to vote
increased from 12% to 13%, and “prefer not to say”
increased from 11% to 19%, suggesting a
significant number of British Sikhs’ votes are up for
grabs. Support for the Conservative party fell from
20% to 18%.

Dabinderjit Singh says Sikh voters are critical in
seats where Reform is second to Labour MPs —
such as Smethwick, Wolverhampton South East
and Coventry East — and seats where Labour is
challenged by independents, such as Slough,
Walsall and Bloxwich, lIford North and Iiford South.

Dabinderjit Singh says hard lessons have been
learned, however. “When these things happen they
can become generational,” he added. “If you upset
communities, they remember.”

FIRST AND ANNOUNCE THE END OF HIS

Keir Starmer at the weekend needs to reflect carefully with his family on what he does next. He needs
to put country and the Labour Party before his desire to continue as Prime Minister.

The massive victory for Andy Burnham in Makerfield makes it almost inevitable that he will become the

next PM.



Labour MPs and supporters know Andy Burnham and a new team is needed to carry forward the “hope
and optimism over division and hate” theme to confront the threat from the right that was successful
in attracting the majority of voters.

Dabinderjit Singh OBE, the Chief Executive for political engagement at the Sikh Federation (UK) said:

“We have been pushing the line of hope and optimism over division and hate with Number 10 and Andy
Burnham.

“When Nigel Farage made the “pure, cold rage” comment and Zia Yusuf made deeply offensive
comments against the Sikh faith we made it our mission to show leadership and tackle Reform UK
head on.

“On the eve of the by-election in Makerfield Reform UK failed to condemn the hundreds of Anti-Sikh
hate attacks when given the opportunity despite direct contact with the Deputy Leader, Richard Tice.
For us these actions by Reform UK were the last straw.

“On Monday the Prime Minister should announce the end of his premiership and leave gracefully and
with dignity.

“We have suggested there should be a caretaker Prime Minister, like the Deputy Leader Lucy Powell,
who is very close to Andy Burnham for a few weeks while Andy Burnham brings together his new team
with @ mandate and energy to make real positive changes.

“It would be a massive mistake if Keir Starmer listened to the wrong voices and decides to fight a
contest he would not be able to win. This would be the worst thing he could do for Labour and the
country.”

GOVERNMENT EXPECTED TO ADDRESS ANTI-SIKH HATE CRIMES AND MUCH MORE WHEN
ANDY BURNHAM BECOMES THE PRIME MINISTER

London — 17 July 2026 - In July, Sikhs from — SIKH LOBBY AT

throughout the UK lobbied MPs in Parliament. More

than 130 MPs received letters from constituents in

advance and around 25-30 MPs and their staff from

across the political spectrum attended the two-hour y s
meeting in Committee Room 14.

Jas Athwal MP, Chair of the All Party Parliamentary
Group (APPG) for British Sikhs and Labour MP for
liford South, chaired the meeting.

The Sikh Network has today published the findings
of a nationwide survey revealing a deeply
concerning rise in Anti-Sikh hate crimes since
mid-May. Mankamal Singh, a founder of the Sikh
Network shared with Parliamentarians much of this
data at the lobby.

MEETING HELD IN
9 COMMITTEE ROOM 14
MEMBERS OF THE THE LARGEST
SIKH COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ROOM IN

ATTENDED G THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

Ministers and government officials in the Home
Office and Ministry of Housing, Communities and =~ —————— WE SET OUT OUR PRIORITIES

Local Government (MHCLG) have been offered the @ AIA y g @
opportunlty to dlscuss and reerCt on the reSUItS Of TACKLING A JUDGE-LED THE RELEASE AND A COMPLETE OVERHAUL A STATUTORY
ANTI-SIKH PUBLIC INQUIRY RETURN OF (OF GOVERNMENT CODE OF PRACTICE

the Sikh Network survey. Neither has yet responded HATE CRIMES INTO THE UK JAGTAR SINGH FOR SIKH KAKAARS

‘GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS JOHAL

as they appear to be waiting for a new Prime et DT UTIT (NS e

Truth, Justice

Minister and new Ministers to give them a steer. '
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Michael Wegier, Chief Executive of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, addressed the lobby on the
respective responsibilities of government departments, global institutions and affected communities in
tackling Anti-Sikh hate.

MPs were reminded by Dabinderiit Singh OBE, the Chief Executive for political engagement at the Sikh
Federation (UK) and a former Director at the National Audit Office, that Keir Starmer as leader of the
Opposition told the Sikh community in a video message that successive governments since 9/11 had
failed the Sikh community on Anti-Sikh hate because of their visible identity. Keir Starmer promised a
Labour government would put this right, but after two years there has been little or no progress despite
suggestions from the Sikh community.

Jas Singh, Principal Adviser of the Sikh Federation (UK), updated MPs on
the high profile Anti-Sikh hate cases in Wolverhampton, Oldbury and
Walsall and on more recent violent attacks. He also referred to the killing
of 24-year-old Kirandeep Kaur in Hayes; at the time of the report, her
family had urged police to investigate whether racial hatred played any
part in the attack.

In his closing remarks Jas Athwal confirmed Sikh MPs recently had
a very productive meeting with Andy Burnham and had raised with
him a number of promises made to the Sikh community by the
Labour leadership while in opposition that Andy Burnham needs to
address after he becomes Prime Minister next week.

’ L3
Mg w
This included the promise to recognise and tackle Anti-Sikh hate alongside Antisemitism and Anti-
Muslim hate, especially given the recent high profile cases and massive spike in the last two months
that have been brought to the attention of different police forces. Andy Burnham was also asked to
clarify his position on Sikh articles of faith, in particular legislation regarding the sacred Kirpan.
Those at the lobby were told Andy Burnham had confirmed he shared the view there was no
need for any change to the law as regards the sacred Kirpan.

In the lobby Sukhvinder Singh, a Lead Executive at the Sikh Federation (UK) who previously worked at
the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) went into detail why there was a need for a
statutory Code of Practice for Sikh articles of faith (the five Kakaars and Dastaar) to deal with ignorance
and discrimination. MPs listened carefully to the proposal and MPs that spoke backed the demand
for a statutory Code of Practice for Sikh articles of faith that Sikh community organisations have
already drafted.

Another important issue raised with Andy Burnham was
for Labour to deliver the 1984 judge-led public inquiry
looking at Margaret Thatcher’s Anti-Sikh actions in
the 1980s, that was in previous Labour Manifestos and
written promises by the Labour leadership. Andy
Burnham understands the damage and negative legacy
of Margaret Thatcher that must be exposed so the same
mistakes by a UK government are not repeated.

Another issue discussed with Andy Burnham that was
also raised at the lobby was to seek the release and
return of Jagtar Singh Johal. Those gathered were
told by Balvinder Kaur Saund, the Chair of the Sikh Womens’ Alliance that Labour must get Jagtar
home having been arbitrarily detained for more than eight and a half years in an Indian jail.

Several opportunities were missed by Keir Starmer in 2025 to make progress after Jagtar was acquitted
in March 2025 in the only case that has come to a conclusion in court and at the time of the trade deal
and his subsequent visit to India. Ten UN human rights experts have recently called on the Indian
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government to drop the remaining charges and release Jagtar without delay. Andy Burnham will
therefore have the mandate to push for Jagtar’s immediate release.

Senior politicians from across the political spectrum condemned Anti-Sikh hate. These included
Caroline Nokes MP, Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons and Conservative MP for Romsey and
Southampton North; Richard Tice MP, Deputy Leader of Reform UK; and Preet Kaur Gill MP, then a
Minister in the Department of Health and Social Care. Gill spoke in Punjabi and welcomed the Board
of Deputies’ support for recognition of Sikhs alongside Jews as ethnic as well as religious groups.

Jas Athwal MP, was supported by the three other office bearers of the APPG who all spoke
passionately in support of the Sikh community, including protecting the hard fought rights to safeguard
Sikh articles of faith. This included both Vice Chairs of the APPG, Joy Morrissey, the Conservative MP
for Beaconsfield, Sureena Brackenridge, the Labour MP for Wolverhampton North East and Dr Lauren
Sullivan, the Secretary of the APPG and Labour MP for Gravesham.

A number of other MPs also spoke, including Jen Craft, Labour MP for Thurrock and the elected
representative for Henry Nowak’s family and, John McDonnell, Labour MP for Hayes and Harlington,
who spoke about the killing of Kirandeep Kaur in his constituency. Mr McDonnell said Labour would
not row back on hard-fought rights won by the Sikh community over the last 50 years regarding the
Sikh identity.

Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) Strategy Board at the end of the meeting
thanked all those that participated from across the country. He welcomed the issues discussed with
Andy Burnham, but said the jury was out for the Labour government under new leadership as far as
the Sikh community was concerned. He said Sikhs would continue to raise issues and Labour will be
judged by its actions, including the extent to which it conducts proper direct community engagement.

Andy Burnham has after becoming the new leader of the Labour Party today said his top team will
reflect all communities and he wants to do things differently. Sikhs will judge how the Sikh community
is reflected in his top team that will be announced next week.

Sikhs at the lobby called for a complete overhaul of Government engagement with the Sikh
community. Andy Burnham’s new Ministers need to be radical and engage with the Sikh community
and deal directly with leading Sikh community organisations that are accountable to the community
they serve.

When it comes to Sikh community engagement it was pointed out by the community and MPs there
has been little or no change under Labour in the last two years with the Tories being pre-occupied with
appeasing India with the likes of Rishi Sunak and Priti Patel holding senior positions in government.

If Sikh community engagement 15 ﬂf)”-’r{ﬁ' e g 297 ity - ﬁ fﬁ'd’ﬁ =

does not change, Labour will be

challenged and criticised as it will ?EBB'T WU U Fﬁ Afog AYUt dege E!T @B_clT" HdT

be recognised as ignoring the ‘wwrﬁvwﬁeﬂ
Sikh  community and = Will iy Sy ) < @i

continue to make mistakes and :::“";:’@:mi::,r i Egﬁ;??ﬁﬁg
be punished at the ballot box. oz fu wem e, st v
Labour has to demonstrate it is T o oo et gﬁ}”ﬁ il
different under Andy Burnham as =~ =5 ot 2wl i e,
arecent personal data breach by et fesdtsses 5% 7 @ ses= @
the Home Office has exposed oz ime ot ficsw &t o Qoo mmam . hi-
those Ministers and officials 57 = wor o G e Lo o8 e B
continue to consult are often  fr 3 res nw e @ fea @ D Ry @ s S e fiv e Ao (Reelt e S e et
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EXTENDING THE SIKH POLITICAL VOICE INTERNATIONALLY

January 2026 marked a historic first with an international conference in Baku, Azerbaijan. Sikh
Federation International used the event to raise awareness of Sikh teachings, Gurdwaras, Sikh
history and the Sikh right to self-determination, while also expanding the Federation’s
international political reach. The human-rights, transnational repression and 1984 work arising

from Baku and subsequent international conferences is covered in Section 3.

Baku hosts international conference on violence against Sikhs and AZB]:{I?
AC

other minorities in India
Azertac — 16 January 2026

On January 16, Azerbaijan hosted for the first time
an international conference titled “Racism and
Violence Against Sikhs and Other Minorities in
India: The Reality on the Ground.” The event was
organized by the Baku Initiative Group (BIG) and
dedicated to the repressive policies pursued by the
Indian government against ethnic minorities.

2\ Sl
Prior to the conference, participants viewed a
commemorative exhibition honouring Sikhs killed
by Indian armed forces in 1984. The exhibition

presented key historical events, personal
testimonies, and archival materials illustrating the
scale of the violence and its long-term impact on
Sikh communities in India and abroad.

The conference began with a minute of silence in
memory of Sikh leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
assassinated in Canada in 2023, as well as other

Sikhs stood for equality, religious freedom for centuries

Report AZ - 16 January 2026

Executive Director of the Sikh Federation (UK),
said during a conference in Baku entitled "Racism
and Violence Against Sikhs and Other Minorities in
India: The Reality on the Ground," Report informs.

¢ A

members of the Khalistan movement who lost their
lives.

Abbas Abbasov, Executive Director of the Baku
Initiative Group, spoke about the organization’s
activities aimed at supporting peoples affected by
various forms of colonialism and protecting their
violated rights.

During the event, a video showcasing BIG’s
international activites and achievements was
screened, along with a short film highlighting
violations and crimes committed against Sikhs by
the Indian government, as well as systemic
discrimination faced by other ethnic minorities in
India.

The Baku Initiative Group and Sikh Federation
International called for global action against
violence and discrimination targeting Sikhs and
other minorities in India, urging governments, civil
society organizations, and international institutions
to demonstrate solidarity with the Sikh community.

The conference also focused on strategies to keep
the issue on the international agenda, including the
investigation of extrajudicial killings by the UN
Human Rights Committee and the documentation
of rights violations by UN Special Rapporteurs for
international monitoring.

Participants additionally reviewed the role of
international and local NGOs and academic circles,
emphasizing how their reports and legal
assessments can influence international decision-
making mechanisms.

He noted that 556 years ago, Guru Nanak Dev Ji
openly spoke out against social inequality,
championed women's equality, and condemned
the caste system and the medieval practice of sati,
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RACISH AGANST
SIKHS AND OTHER MINORITIES IN INDIA:

THE REALITY ON THE GROUND

in which widows were forced to burn themselves on
their husbands' funeral pyres.

He emphasized that the ideas of equality
proclaimed by Sikhs were significantly ahead of

Sikh Federation sheds light on true essence of Gurdwaras

Trend News Agency - 16 January 2026

Thousands of people can be seen in any
Gurdwara, or Sikh place of worship, but there are
no such places of worship in Azerbaijan, including
Baku, the executive director of the Sikh Federation
(UK), Dabinderjit Singh said, Trend reports.

He made the remark at the international
conference “Racism and Violence Against Sikhs
and Other Minorities in India: The Reality on the
Ground,” in Baku today.

According to the speaker, the first Gurdwara in
England was established in 1911, and there are
currently 250 Gurdwaras across the country.

"Each Gurdwara features a designated space for
communal meals, where individuals gather to
share free vegetarian food. Regardless of religious

their time, while in Western countries, women
only gained the right to vote about a hundred
years ago.

He added that Sikhs played a key role in the
struggle for Indian independence, despite making
up less than 2% of the population.

Speaking about the events of 1947, Singh
emphasized that the partition of Punjab was a
tragedy for Sikhs: millions were forced to flee their
homes, and hundreds of thousands died or were
subjected to violence.

In conclusion, he stated that Sikhs never
recognized the Indian Constitution adopted in 1950
because it did not recognize Sikhism as a separate
religion.

According to him, none of the subsequent Indian
governments has ever addressed this gap.

ftrend

nows agency
beliefs or personal convictions, anyone from any
part of the world, whether a believer or not, and
regardless of gender, can come to the Gurdwara.
Here, everyone is treated equally; the rich and the
poor sit together at the same table and partake in
the same meal," he emphasized.

The head of the Sikh Federation's executive
committee also discussed the concept of the Sikh
state, often referenced in history textbooks. He
explained that this state, which flourished under the
leadership of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, lasted for fifty
years, from 1799 to 1849:

"At times, we forget that the Sikh state, under
Maharaja Ranijit Singh’s leadership, spanned an
area twice the size of the United Kingdom and six
times that of Azerbaijan. Its population numbered
approximately 12 million people.”
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The year was dominated by serious attacks on Sikhs, growing concern about Anti-Sikh hate and
a major public debate over the sacred Kirpan following the Henry Nowak case. The Sikh
Federation (UK) supported victims and families, challenged misinformation, pressed police and
government for action, and worked with the Sikh Network to gather evidence on the scale of
Anti-Sikh incidents.

A man was first arrested in mid-September for the Oldbury rape after a Sikh community
demonstration, but was released a few days later on bail.

Supporting victims and demanding justice

f%PENDENT

Family of Oldbury rape victim condemn ‘horrific’ attack

Relatives of the Sikh woman say they will only be able to rebuild their lives once the perpetrators
are behind bars.

Independent — 3 October 2025 reward of up to £20,000 for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of those responsible for

The family of a Sikh woman who was subjected to 4, rape of the woman in Oldbury, Sandwell.

a “racially motivated” rape in the West Midlands
have said they will not be able to rebuild their lives Crimestoppers said the victim, a woman in her 20s,
until those responsible are caught and convicted. was attacked in the Tame Road area, close to the

M5, shortly before 8.30am on Tuesday September
In a statement issued to the PA news agency g y ysep

through the Sikh Federation (UK), the family of the
woman described her ordeal as horrific and In their statement, the woman’s family said: “No
thanked community organisations for their support. one should have to go through this horrific ordeal.

BREAKING NEWS! should nover ba Sweptunder e earpet

Woman raped 1n “The Sikh community organisations that have been
1 . 1 directly supporting us have been amazing and are
raC].ally aggravated keeping up the pressure on the police and others

to do their job.

attack

“We need to rebuild our lives and stay strong as a
family. This will only be possible when we know the
perpetrators are behind bars.”

West Midlands Police said the inquiry into the
attack is ongoing and appealed for members of the
public who have not yet spoken to officers to come
forward with information.

PO“CE “NE DO NOT CROSS Officers are seeking information from anyone who
Ve o o R

may have seen two white men in the area. One
had a shaved head, was of heavy build, and was

The Sikh community has offered a £10,000 reward reported to be wearing a dark sweatshirt and had
for information leading to charges and convictions, gloves on.
while the Crimestoppers charity has put up a
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The second man was reportedly wearing a grey top
with a silver zip.

A police spokeswoman said on Friday: “We are
committed to bringing those responsible to justice
and have dedicated officers working flat out on this
investigation.

“The victim is at the heart of our inquiries and we
continue to have specialist officers supporting her
during this traumatic time.

“We have set up a dedicated public portal and
would urge anyone with dash-cam or doorbell
footage that might help our investigation to upload
to the portal.

“Crimestoppers, which is independent of the police,
is supporting this investigation by offering a
£20,000 reward for information they exclusively
receive that leads to the arrest and conviction of
those responsible for the rape.”

The Sikh Federation (UK), which is urging people
to write to their MP to voice their concerns about
anti-Sikh hate, said the offence in Oldbury and an
attack on two elderly Sikh taxi drivers in
Wolverhampton are “indicative of the growing racial
hatred and violence faced by the most vulnerable
in the Sikh community

A month later, in mid-October a man and woman were arrested over the Oldbury rape, but also
bailed. Disappointingly, more than a year later the West Midlands Police has failed to find the

perpetrators in the Oldbury rape.

Pair arrested in rape investigations are bailed

BN news

Sky News understands the poster design was not commissioned by the NHS but by the

Department of Health and Social Care.
BBC News - 20 October 2025

Two people arrested in connection with what
police have previously described as the racially
aggravated rape of a Sikh woman have been
bailed.

The 49-year-old man and 65-year-old woman
were arrested on Friday on suspicion of two
counts of rape.

They include the attack on a Sikh woman in her
20s in Tame Road, Oldbury, on 9 September, and
a rape that took place at Hurst Green Park in
Halesowen on Thursday, which is not being
treated as racially aggravated.

West Midlands Police said on Monday both
people had been bailed, pending further inquiries.
The news sparked concern in the Sikh community,
however, whose leaders said community
confidence in the police was at an "all time low".

The assault in Oldbury led to protests and vigils last
month, and concern from Birmingham Edgbaston
MP Preet Gill over an increase in hate crime.

After Friday's arrests, Inderjit Kaur from the Sikh
Federation (UK) questioned how long the
investigation had taken and highlighted "huge
community concern".

Another man, arrested on suspicion of rape in
connection with the Oldbury attack, was released
on bail last month.

The force said the victims of both attacks were
being supported by specialist officers.
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Three charged over assault on elderly Sikh taxi drivers in [2CICEERSET

Wolverhampton
Express and Star — 29 January 2026

Three people have been charged and released on
bail in connection with an assault on two elderly
Sikh taxi drivers in Wolverhampton.

~

#AntiSikhHate

The assault that took place in August last year as
caught on video and three men were immediately
arrested by British Transport Police (BTP).

Zackery Hall, 20, from Dudley, has been charged
with Grievous Bodily Harm (GBH), a racially
aggravated public order offence, and three further
public order offences. Nathan Edwards, 25, from
Darlaston, has been charged with GBH, Actual
Bodily Harm (ABH), two public order offences,
criminal damage and resisting arrest. Leon Willetts,
18, from Rowley Regis, has been charged with
GBH and resisting arrest.

They have been bailed to appear at Dudley
Magistrates' Court on Thursday, March 5.

BTP Superintendent Sue Peters said: “We
understand the concern this incident has caused to
the victims and their families, as well as the local
Sikh  community and wider public. A thorough
investigation has taken place, and three men have
now been charged in connection.

“It's vital that the judicial process is allowed to
continue without interference, and that nothing is

said or published which could prejudice the
ongoing court proceedings. We remain in close
contact with the victims and continue to engage
with the Sikh community and partner agencies.”

Officers were called to an assault at around
1.45pm on Friday, August 15 outside
Wolverhampton railway station.

Three men were arrested at the scene, taken to
custody for questioning, and later released on
police bail while enquiries continued.

The victims, two Sikh men — one aged in his 60s
and the other in his 70s — attended hospital for
treatment and were discharged. They and their
families have been informed of these charges.

Dabinderjit Singh OBE, Lead Executive at the
Sikh Federation (UK) said: “We are pleased the
three men have been charged and would like to
thank British Transport Police for their
investigation and local MPs for keeping up
pressure.

“Given the three men were arrested on the spot for
the horrific attack, there was video evidence that
went viral and the attack was witnesses there was
huge frustration it has taken more than five months
for the Crown Prosecution Service to be satisfied
before laying charges.

“There was a clear racist element to the attack on
the two elderly Sikh men and we note one of the
three has been charged with a racially aggravated
public order offence.”

The wheels of justice turn very slowly when it
comes to Anti-Sikh hate crimes as
demonstrated in the horrific assault on two
elderly Sikh taxi drivers in Wolverhampton in
August 2025. Although the attackers were
arrested on the scene and there was video
footage of the attack they were not charged
until January 2026. When the three men
appeared in court in April 2026 the three denied
the attack and the trial has been set for 10
September 2029. In England and Wales, a GBH
case with a not guilty plea typically takes 9 to
18 months from the initial offence or arrest to
completion of the trial. Many have therefore
been shocked the trial will be four years after
the attack demonstrating justice for Anti-Sikh
hate is not taken seriously by the authorities.

17



Man, 32, charged with ‘strangling and raping’ Punjabi student

Metro — 26 October 2025

A white British man has been charged with rape
following an alleged racially aggravated attack
on a Sikh student in her 20s.

John Ashby, 32, of no fixed abode, will appear in
court to face one count of rape and sexual assault
following an alleged attack on a woman who was
not known to him.

John Ashby caught on CCTV holding a stick (left) and following his victim (right). Pic: West

Ashby was also charged with intentional
strangulation,  racially = aggravated assault
occasioning actual bodily harm, and robbery in
relation to the same victim.

Neighbours heard the woman scream for help
during the alleged assault in the Park Hall area of
Walsall on Saturday evening.

Police confirmed the rape was being treated as
‘racially aggravated’.

The victim is believed to be a Sikh student, the
Sikh Federation (UK) said.

West Midlands Police were called to the Park Hall
area of Walsall just after 7.15pm on Saturday after
a woman was reported to be distressed in the
street.

Ben Samples, Head of the CPS West Midlands
Rape and Serious Sexual Offences Unit, said: ‘We
have decided to prosecute John Ashby with rape,

Man admits rape and religiously aggravated assault after court

confrontation
Guardian - 21 April 2026

A man who racially abused a Sikh woman as he
raped her has pleaded guilty to the assault after
being confronted in court by a member of the
public.

| METRO!

sexual assault, intentional strangulation, racially
aggravated assault occasioning actual bodily
harm, and robbery.

‘This follows an investigation by West Midlands
Police which looked at the rape and assault of a
woman in her 20s at a property in Walsall.

‘Our prosecutors have worked to establish that
there is sufficient evidence to bring this case to
court and that it is in the public interest to pursue
criminal proceedings.

‘John Ashby will appear at a court to be confirmed
on 29 October 2025 for his first hearing.

‘We remind all concerned that criminal
proceedings against the defendant are active and
that he has the right to a fair trial.

‘It is vital that there should be no reporting,
commentary or sharing of information online which
could in any way prejudice these proceedings.’

Chief Superintendent Phil Dolby, of Walsall Police,
said: ‘We know the fear and concern this attack has
caused in our communities.

‘We continue to speak to people in the community
to listen to and understand their concerns.

‘Officers have visited faith establishments in
Walsall and spoken with local leaders about
women'’s safety and what measures men can take
to make women feel more comfortable.

‘We need to continue to maintain those
conversations and how we build on women’s safety
in the community.’

Detective Superintendent Ronan Tyrer from West
Midlands Police’s public protection unit said: ‘The
woman who was the subject of the attack has been
informed of the charging decision this evening.

‘She is continuing to be supported by our specially-
trained officers.’

guardian

John Ashby pleaded guilty to rape, religiously
aggravated assault, intentional strangulation, and
robbery of the woman at her home in Walsall.

The judge said Ashby had been “convicted of very
serious offences” and warned that he was
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considering the imposition of a life sentence. “It
seems to me that anybody who commits these
offences ... is a very dangerous individual,” Justice
Pepperall added.

Prosecution lawyer Philip Bradley KC told the court
on Monday that Ashby had followed the woman
home in Walsall in October last year. The victim
had returned home from work and had gone
upstairs to change her clothes when she heard a
noise downstairs, the prosecution said.

Man pleads guilty to
religiously

-
)

A n has pleaded guilty to the religiously
aggravated rape and assault of a Sikh
woman in her home in Walsall.

“As she was home alone, she had no reason to

lock the bathroom door but now rushed to do so,”
Bradley said. “She was too late.”

Man given life sentence for rape and religiously aggravated assault

of Sikh woman

BBC News - 24 April 2026
'No leniency': Sikh
Federation plea after woman
raped and racially abused by

stranger in her Walsall home
&

AGGRAVATED ATTACK

The attack provoked fear among Sikh women in
Midlands who said they had “changed everything “
about their daily routines.

Ashby is due to be sentenced at the crown court on
Friday morning.

Ch Supt Samantha Batey, of Walsall police, called
the incident “an abhorrent and violent attack” which
was “made all the worse by the language which
Ashby used during the ordeal”.

Batey said the police continued to support the
victim and their thoughts remained with her and
her loved ones.

“We understand the impact this horrific attack had
on communities in the West Midlands and
beyond,” she said.

“We have spoken with faith and community
leaders in the aftermath of what happened and
remain committed to doing everything we can to
make women safer, and feel safer.”

The Sikh Federation (UK) also welcomed the
plea but described the “lack of accountability”
shown by Ashby to be “deeply unacceptable”.

Jas Singh, principal adviser to the federation,
said: “The court has heard disturbing evidence of
the abusive language used during a violent attack
carried out in the victim's own home ... we now
expect the court to reflect the seriousness of this
offence in its sentencing.”

The organisation also called on the government to
do more to tackle anti-Sikh hate.

HEAE NEws

A man who raped a Sikh woman in her home while
subjecting her to a tirade of religiously aggravated
abuse has been given a life sentence.

During his attack in Walsall, John Ashby beat the
woman - in her 20s - with a stick, while also
shouting anti-Muslim abuse, wrongly believing her
to be of that faith.

In a sentencing hearing at Birmingham Crown
Court on Friday, the judge described the 32-year-
old as a ‘"deeply unpleasant racist and
Islamophobe”.

Ashby was told he would serve a minimum term of
14 years in prison.
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During the trial, which began on Monday and
ended on Tuesday when Ashby admitted his guilt,
the court heard how he had followed the victim - a
stranger - as she got off a bus in October 2025.

After the woman reached her home, Ashby, without
her knowledge, also entered the property, armed
with a two-foot stick he had picked up from the
ground.

He admitted charges of rape, robbery, intentional
strangulation and religiously aggravated assault.

Passing sentence, judge Mr Justice Pepperall said

Ashby, of no fixed address, had held the woman
against her will "as you sexually and physically
assaulted her for at least 24 minutes".

The judge referred in his sentencing remarks to
how Ashby, as the court heard on Monday, was
arrested in the Perry Barr area of Birmingham two
days after the attack, and when booked into a
police station there, stated "you never see any
Englishmen in Perry Barr anymore".

He also said to Ashby: "On being shown a
photograph of the woman during your police
interview, you asked why she wasn't wearing a
hijab."

As the prosecution opened its case earlier this
week, the court heard that after barging into the
victim's bathroom, Ashby forced her to take off her
clothes while telling her he was a "British master".

He also put his hands around her neck to strangle
her, and demanded that she climb into the
bathtub.

"He turned on the hot water tap and began pouring
water over her, telling her to say 'hallelujah’ as he
did so," said prosecutor Phil Bradley KC.

The victim sat through Friday's sentencing hearing
and appeared emotional at times but was
supported by friends.

"Before the incident life was great. | was enjoying
life. Now following the incident my life has
drastically changed. | feel like that version of myself
has been stripped away by a complete stranger
with no explanation as to why.

" feel lost and | struggle to recognise myself."

During the day's proceedings, he had appeared to
swear under his breath as the Crown presented
evidence, with a member of the public - believed to
be from the Sikh community - then approaching
him in the dock and swearing back.

Following the sentencing, the Sikh Federation
(UK) issued a statement saying the judge showed
courage in giving Ashby a life term, describing it as
"matching" his crimes.

"The severe racist element of the attack has been
highlighted in the court proceedings and sends a
strong signal to all racists that carry out violent
attacks," said lead executive Dabinderjit Singh.
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Making Anti-Sikh hate visible in official data, Labour appears to back

recording Sikh as ethnicity in UK census
Times of India — 14 March 2026

UK’s Labour government appears to be backing a
campaign by British Sikh groups and MP Preet
Kaur Gill to have data recorded and collected about
Sikhs as an ethnicity rather than religion.UK govt
departments do not currently collect ethnicity data
on Sikhs or Jews but sometimes collect religious
data.

I am deeply concerned by these new
statistics. 301 hate crimes against Sikhs
were reported in 2021-22, up from 112 in
2020-21. The 169 per cent increase is
compared to a 38 per cent increase in

reported religious hate crimes ovefall

!";eEet Karur (é‘.

The Government Statistical Service (GSS) recently
finished a public consultation on adding additional
ethnicities to its “ethnicity harmonised standard” —
a list of ethnic groups used in govt surveys — to be
used in the next census.

At a Westminster Hall debate on Wednesday
organised by Gill, Cabinet Office minister Satvir
Kaur said: “Let me be clear: the govt, ONS and
GSS all recognise that Sikh identity and Jewish
identity are ethnic as well as religious identities.
Under the Equality Act, Sikhs and Jews are a
racial group by reference to their ethnic origins.
Both are also religious groups.”

But she said it was for the ONS to “reach an
impartial, evidence-based decision” and pointed
out not all ethnicities in the UK would fit on a
survey.

The new list of recommended ethnic groups will be
announced in autumn. They will be selected based
on strength of user need, whether the information
can be collected elsewhere, such as via a religion
question, and whether people of that ethnicity
accept the question.

As part of the consultation process, the Office of
National Statistics (ONS) consulted with the Sikh
Federation (UK).

At Wednesday’s debate, Gill argued that collecting
data on Jews and Sikhs as ethnicities would allow
public bodies to understand inequalities and

TOI

recognise discrimination. She added racially
aggravated crimes against Sikhs were not
recorded as such, preventing targeted protections
from being put in place.

At the 2021 census around 100,000 Sikhs wrote
their ethnicity as Sikh in a “write in box”, rejecting
the “British Indian” ethnicity option. The GSS said
that an ethnic group that frequently appeared in the
write-in box will have a stronger case for inclusion.

In 2020, Amrik Singh Gill, chair of SFUK, brought
a judicial review in the high court against the
Cabinet Office challenging the lack of a Sikh ethnic
tick-box in the 2021 census. The judge rejected the
challenge, saying “there are diverging views as to
whether Sikh is an ethnic group”.

In early December 2025 when Henry Nowak was
killed in Southampton there was no mention in the
mainstream media of the perpetrator being a Sikh
or the murder weapon that was used. However,
when the trial of Vickrum Digwa for the murder of
Henry Nowak commenced nearly 6 months later in
mid-May considerable attention was unnecessarily
drawn in court to the Sikh community and the

sacred Kirpan in part due to inappropriate
comments by politicians based on false
information.
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The Sikh Federation (UK) with one or two others has had to take the initiative in mainstream
media to counter the negative portrayal of Sikhs and set the record straight in terms of ignorance
of the sacred Kirpan. Institutional ignorance and discrimination remains a significant challenge
that we continue to address, but is undermined by those only too prepared to compromise

simply for recognition and a seat around the table with government officials and Ministers.

Henry Nowak, the Kirpan and a national backlash

guardian

Sikhs wary of UK backlash as they condemn ‘moment of madness’

Community leaders express disgust at Vickrum Digwa over murder of Henry Nowak amid

fears of rise in racial tensions
Guardian - 2 June 2026

Amandeep Singh, an educator with the charity
Basics of Sikhi, is proud of his community’s deeply
rooted place in British society.

“We're a community that has properly been
celebrated as one that is very successfully
integrated into the British value system,” he said.
“We've worn kirpans for hundreds of years and
since we’ve been invited to settle in this country,”
he said.

Murder trial racism claim 'wicked
lie', court told

No excuses. No defence.

No community cover.

The murder of Henry Nowak was evil and
indefensible.

The Sikh community condemns Vickrum Digwa’s
actions outright.

His violence does not represent Sikhi, Sikh values, or
Sikh people.

But in the last few days, Singh continued,
something had shifted for Sikhs across the UK in
response to the murder of 18-year-old Henry
Nowak by Vickrum Digwa, 23. “At least 15 people
have been accosted on the streets by collectives
of white individuals surrounding Sikhs and asking,
‘Have you got a kirpan?’, trying to stir up racial
tensions.”

After recent incidents in which older Sikhs have
had their turbans knocked off in racist assaults,
many were fearful that the same might happen
again, he said.

Like Singh, other Sikh and anti-racist leaders have
condemned the murder unequivocally, but also

warned that inflammatory political rhetoric after the
conviction was fuelling a backlash against the
wider community.

Digwa was sentenced on Monday to life in prison
with @ minimum term of 21 years. When police
arrived at the scene, he falsely claimed that Nowak
had racially abused him and knocked off his turban,
leading officers initially to arrest and handcuff the
seriously injured teenager before they realised the
extent of his injuries.

In a joint statement, Sikh community groups
condemned what they called “a moment of
madness” by one individual, while stating that the
wider Sikh community had since faced
considerable abuse and hate.

“We really feel for Henry’s family,” said Kuldeep
Singh Deol, former president of Guru Nanak
Gurdwara Smethwick and an IT consultant. “The
wider Sikh community is really upset as things
have unfolded. Last night the police bodycam
footage came out and | think that’s actually made
things even more painful for everyone to take in.

“This isn’t representative of the Sikh community.
This was one man.”

As well as widespread “disgust” and “betrayal”
among the Sikh community at Nowak’s killing,
there were fears of what the political reaction could
bring.
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The Reform UK leader, Nigel Farage, has called for
“pure cold rage” over the case, which has sparked
widespread criticism.

Under current law, practising Sikhs are permitted
to carry a kirpan, a small curved blade worn as an
article of faith, for religious purposes. But Reform
UK have vowed to ban them if they get into
government.

The prosecution told the jury at Southampton
crown court that while Digwa was wearing a small
kirpan under his clothing around his neck, which
met his religious obligation, he also chose to carry
the much larger knife.

The Crown Prosecution Service described both
blades as kirpans and said the judge, who
described the weapon Digwa was carrying as a
“large Sikh dagger”, accepted that assessment.

But the Sikh Federation (UK) said the blade used
by Digwa was not a kirpan, while the Sikh Press
Association said plans were under way to ensure
every initiated Sikh in the UK was addressed
directly regarding kirpan rules and responsibilities.

“The kirpan basically means ‘kirpa’, meaning
grace, and ‘aan’, meaning defence,” Deol said. “It
should never be used in anger. It should never be
used to attack anyone. It's supposed to be there to
protect the needy, protect those that are being
attacked.”

Sikhs were angered and saddened that Digwa’s
actions had cast a shadow over the wider
community. “This person has brought the Sikh
community into disrepute and we’re really upset
about that.

“| talk about the history, 150 to 200 years with the
United Kingdom, and it's only taken one case.
Some of the stuff that’s coming out from politicians
and some of the right wing views are just really
painful to read.”

Both Deol and Singh warned a ban against the
kirpan would unfairly penalise the wider
community, and reiterated that the weapon used
was not one.

“None of that takes away from the senseless loss
and violence that Henry and his family have gone
through,” Singh said.

Jayanti Shah, an anti-racism campaigner and
community organiser in Southampton, said the
wider political climate had heightened concerns
that cases like this would lead to collective blame
of minority communities.

“Just because one person who is bad is from a
particular religion or particular belief doesn’t mean
all of that religion and all of that belief should be

condemned,” he said. “It is not the whole
community. All communities are not
homogeneous.”

He warned that minority communities have already
changed their behaviour — becoming more
cautious in public — following the 2024 summer
race riots.

Singh said his grandfather was part of a wave of
Sikhs to arrive in the UK during the 1920s and
serve in the army. He was among several Sikh
leaders to point to quotes by Winston Churchill
praising the contribution of Sikhs to the war effort.

Singh said the Sikh community had a clear
message to the rest of the country: “We stand with
you in condemning the horrible, grotesque violence
that that young lad had to endure. We stand
completely in solidarity with the British public at
large. But please understand that those actions do
not reflect the Sikh faith in any way.

“And that's not just words. Our history confirms
that. Our rich and dignified history confirms that.”
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Sikh Federation (UK) Demands Accountability from CPS and Police Over Henry Novak

Murder Weapon Misinformation
Sikh Siyasat Bureau — 3 June 2026

The Sikh Federation (UK) has issued a strong
statement condemning the Crown Prosecution

Service (CPS) and Hampshire Police for their
mishandling of the Henry Novak murder case,
specifically regarding widespread misinformation
about the murder weapon. A copy of the written
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release issued by the organization is available with
Sikh Siyasat News (SSN).

The Sikh Federation (UK) highlighted what it
described as a “massive blunder” by the CPS,
which compounded “huge mistakes” made by
police officers who first arrived at the scene where
Henry Novak lay dying. The core of the
organization’s grievance is the failure of the
prosecution to clarify during the trial that the
weapon used by the convicted individual, Digwa,
was not a Kirpan—one of the sacred 5 Ks of the
Sikh faith.

The kirpan must not be

misrepresented

The kirpan is one of the five articles of the Sikh faith.
It is carried with responsibility, discipline, and
spiritual meaning, not aggression. It’s carried by a
very small minority of fully practising Sikhs.

Court stated Digwa was wearing a small kirpan, but
prosecutors said the murder weapon was a much
larger 21cm knife - NOT THE KIRPAN

“The murder weapon is of Persian origin and
known by an entirely different name,” the press
release stated. The organization emphasized that
it is not a Sikh ceremonial knife, does not start with
the letter ‘K’, and “has an entirely different
purpose.”

Despite Digwa’s recent sentencing, the Federation
criticized the CPS for controversially refusing to
release a photograph of the actual murder weapon.
However, Hampshire Police have officially

Sikh group demands public inquiry into Henry Nowak’s murder:

‘Catastrophic failures’

‘Serious questions’ remain about whether
the student’s death was preventable, group
says

Independent — 8 June 2026

The government needs to hold a public inquiry into
the “catastrophic multi-agency  failures”

confirmed that the weapon was not a sacred Sikh
Kirpan.

The misidentification of the weapon sparked an
unwarranted political backlash. The Federation
noted that it was forced to intervene last week
when right-wing politicians and commentators,
including those affiliated with Reform, “jumped on
the bandwagon and started to incorrectly call for
the sacred Sikh Kirpan to be banned.”

In a letter sent to the Home Secretary last week,
the Sikh Federation (UK) provided clarity on the
weapon’s true origin, sharing a photograph of a
weapon similar to the one actually used in the
crime. The defense lawyer for Digwa had already
confirmed the actual name of the murder weapon
following the guilty verdict.

The Sikh Federation (UK) is now demanding
retractions from public figures who fueled the
misinformation. “Politicians and commentators on
the right that have made controversial statements
based on incorrect information should have the
decency to recognise the facts and stop attacking
the Sikh identity,” the statement read.

The organization stressed that public focus should
instead be directed toward exposing the systemic
failings of the CPS and police. These blunders,
they argued, have “unnecessarily brought our
sacred Kirpan into disrepute and increased verbal
and physical abuse against Sikhs in the last couple
of weeks.”

Concluding the statement, the Sikh Federation
(UK) reminded the British public of the long-
standing, positive relationship between the nation
and the Sikh community. The organization noted
that Britain has promoted the identity of fully
practicing Sikhs for over 150 years, a mutual
respect that led to “over 100,000 visible Sikh
soldiers sacrificing their lives for the freedoms we
all enjoy today.”

NBEPENDENT

NOWAK MURDER  sikh Federation calls for inquiry, says death avoidable
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surrounding the murder of student Henry Nowak, a
Sikh lobby group says.

—
REFUSING TO LET

A TRAGEDY BE

Mr Nowak, 18, was killed in Southampton by
Vickrum Digwa in December 2025, using a knife
prosecutors said that Digwa — a Sikh — carried as
part of his religion.

Dabinderjit Singh, the Sikh Federation’s chief
executive of political engagement, has now written
to Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood, Justice
Secretary David Lammy and Attorney General
Richard Hermer calling for an inquiry.

He said that misinformation about the murder
weapon had been “highly damaging” to Sikhs.

“Serious questions” remain about whether Mr
Nowak’s death was preventable, the letter said,
and it called the Independent Office for Police
Conduct’'s (IOPC) investigation into Hampshire
Police “entirely insufficient”.

“While criminal justice has been served against the
perpetrator, the wider systemic failures exposed by
this case demand immediate, independent and
transparent investigation,” Mr Singh wrote.

He said the conduct of police officers and cultural
issues during the trial were among “catastrophic
multi-agency failures”.

“Local intelligence indicates that Digwa was well
known to law enforcement and ‘on the police
radar,” he wrote.

“A wider inquiry must establish why this critical
intelligence failed to inform the responding officers’
risk assessments, and whether systemic biases
contributed to the immediate criminalisation of the
dying victim.

“A statutory public inquiry is the only mechanism
capable of delivering accountability.”

Digwa used a ceremonial knife with a 21cm blade,
which prosecutors said during the trial was a kirpan
he carried as part of his Sikh religion.

While he was wearing a small ceremonial kirpan
knife, his second blade, described by the trial judge
as “a large Sikh dagger”, was used as the murder
weapon.

“Under the Offensive Weapons Act 2019 and its
July 2022 statutory guidance, a kirpan is clearly
defined and understood to feature a curved blade,”
the letter said.

“The prosecution and police possessed the
weapon for over six months; they knew, or ought to
have known, that the blade of the weapon was
straight, not of Sikh origin, and could not be a
kirpan.

“By allowing a convicted murderer's false
characterisation of the weapon to stand
unchallenged in open court, the justice system
facilitated a highly damaging wave of
misinformation.”

Thousands of Sikhs marched in London on
Sunday, marking the 42nd anniversary of the
storming of the Golden Temple in Amritsar, India,
in which hundreds of people were killed.

The march took place in the wake of violent
protests in reaction to the murder of Mr Nowak.

Mr Singh said at the march that attacks on Sikhs
have taken place “up and down the country” every
day since Digwa was given a life sentence with a
minimum term of 21 years in prison.

Digwa had been investigated by police in 2023 on
suspicion of stealing ceremonial blades from a Sikh
temple in Southampton but no further action was
taken.

As well as the IOPC investigation, the National
Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) announced it would
review anti-racism guidance — which advises police
to treat ethnic minorities differently to get them
better outcomes — that some have blamed for the
actions of the officers who arrested Mr Nowak.
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Sikh leader compares Nowak backlash to 1984 massacre at

Amritsar temple

dhe delegraph

Attacks ‘up and down the country’ echo storming of temple at Amritsar, says Sikh

Federation (UK) director
Daily Telegraph - 8 June 2026

A Sikh leader has compared the backlash over
Henry Nowak’s murder to a massacre in India,
which left hundreds of people dead.

Dabinderjit Singh, a senior executive at the
Sikh Federation (UK), said attacks on followers of
the faith had taken place “up and down the country”
every day since Vickrum Digwa was sentenced for
the 18-year-old’s murder.

He made the comments at a march held in London
to commemorate the 42nd anniversary of the
storming of the Golden Temple in Amritsar in June
1984.

The march drew thousands of Sikhs to the capital
following violent protests over the police response
to Mr Nowak’s murder.

Dabinderijit Singh
Sikh Federation (UK) 't

et Liu
Body-worn footage released last Monday showed
Mr Nowak being handcuffed after being fatally
stabbed, as he told police: “I can’t breathe.”
Officers believed Digwa'’s lies when he accused his
victim of racism.

The footage caused a major row when Nigel
Farage, the Reform UK leader, said people should
respond to it with “pure, cold rage”.. Kemi
Badenoch and Sir Keir Starmer accused him of
seeking to politicise the killing against the wishes
of the family.

On Friday, JD Vance, the US vice-president,
waded into the row and called for “righteous anger”
and blamed the murder on immigration.

Mr Singh, who has been described as a leading
supporter of an independent state for Sikhs, said:

“What happened since last Monday, which brings
home what happened 42 years ago, is that when
that bodycam footage came out, there was real
anger.

“We understand that — we were just as angry with
the police officers, and obviously Digwa, because
he’s a murderer, [and] those lies he told, but
unfortunately, every single day since Monday,
Sikhs up and down the country have been
assaulted.

“Children, men, women, pensioners, doctors,
people going shopping, people walking in the park.
One person went to the gym, and he was told,
‘We’re going to hang you by your turban’. What if
somebody gets killed?”

He added: “We were the first ones to condemn it
and yet our community has experienced exactly
what we experienced 42 years ago. If you're a
Sikh, then you’re a potential victim.”

The 1984 massacre, codenamed Operation Blue
Star, is one of the most controversial events in
recent Indian history. The Indian army’s assault on
the Golden Temple was aimed at flushing out Sikh
separatists who had been demanding an
independent homeland — called Khalistan — in the
Punjab.

Mr Singh, who previously served as a director at
the National Audit Office (NAO), has been
described as a long-standing campaigner for the
creation of a sovereign Sikh state. In 2021, Sir Keir,
then leader of the Opposition, ditched plans to give
him a peerage.

At the march, Mr Singh said comments about
Nowak’s death made by politicians such as Mr
Farage and Mr Vance had provoked a “worldwide
frenzy”.

Mr Singh said: “If politicians can take a sad
occasion, like the death of Henry, to promote hate,
they do need to look at themselves in the mirror.
But that’s why we’re saying to all of them, ‘Look at
the facts’.

“Once you've established the facts, let's work
together to make sure we don’t have another
incident like we saw last year, of Henry being killed
through no fault of his own.”
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Politicians murder to

themselves’

using ‘promote

3 KNIFE CRIME IN THE UK

Police record around

0,000

knife offences
EVERY YEAR
That's over

[EJ comparison

~O-1%orless iy related knife

crime makes up
around 0.1% or less
of all knife offences.

A person is thousands of times
more likely to be a victim of a
knife attack by a non-Sikh
than by a Sikh.

Davinder Singh, who attended the march, accused
politicians of turning Mr Nowak’s murder into a
racial and religious issue to “promote themselves”.

The retired doctor from Kent said: “The people who
have got their vested interests, the politicians

British Sikh groups claim sharp rise in anti-Sikh incidents

The Tribune — 16 July 2026

British Sikh organisations will lobby MPs in
Parliament this week, accusing the UK
Government of failing to tackle what they describe
as a sharp rise in anti-Sikh incidents following the
fatal stabbing of a young Sikh woman in west
London.

The campaign comes days after 24-year-old
Kirandeep Kaur, originally from Tarn Taran in
Punjab, was killed in a double stabbing in Hayes,
west London. A second victim, a man in his 20s,
was found nearby with stab injuries and remains in
hospital.

A 44-year-old man, Daniel Sean James, has been
charged with murder, attempted murder and
possession of a bladed article. The Metropolitan
Police have not publicly identified a motive for the
attack, but Kirandeep Kaur's family has urged
detectives to examine whether racial hatred played
any part.

Appearing before magistrates last Monday, James
was remanded in custody. Detective Chief
Inspector Allam Bhangoo described the attack as

especially, they want to use this incident to
propagate their popularity. They do not
understand, this is not a Sikh or another faith
issue.

“This is somebody who committed a murder, or
who committed a crime, so it should be regarded
as that, rather than making it a racial issue or
religious issue. Those people who are making this
kind of issue, they’ve got other vested interests ...
trying to promote themselves.”

His wife, Pritpal Kaur, a retired researcher,
described Digwa’s crime as “horrendous” and said
he did not represent Sikhism. Ms Kaur said: “It's
important to understand that the person who
committed the atrocity — that was completely
against the principles of Sikhism.

Measuring the rise in Anti-Sikh hate

The debate around the Henry Nowak case was
followed by a sharp rise in reported Anti-Sikh
incidents. To move the discussion from
individual cases to evidence, the Sikh Network
conducted a nationwide survey of more than
1,000 respondents, which was then presented
to parliamentarians.

Che Tribune
“a shocking incident which has tragically resulted in
one woman losing her life and another man in
hospital with injuries”.

The parliamentary initiative is being led by the Sikh
Federation (UK) and its associated Sikh
Network, which say they will urge MPs to press the
Government to recognise and tackle hate crimes
against Sikhs more effectively.

The campaign comes against the backdrop of the
murder of Henry Nowak in Southampton and the
subsequent conviction of Vickrum Digwa. That
case sparked political debate about the Sikh
kirpan which enjoys legal protection in Britain for
religious purposes. Sikh organisations argue that
public discussion of the kirpan following the case
has contributed to increased hostility towards
members of the community.

Britain is home to more than 525,000 Sikhs, one of
the largest Sikh communities outside India. While
police record religiously aggravated offences, there
are no routinely published national statistics
specifically identifying hate crimes against Sikhs,
making it difficult to independently verify claims of
a recent surge.
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n (UK) sa|d a survey
conducted by its associated Sikh Network, based
on more than 1,000 responses from Sikhs across
Britain, indicated what it described as a significant
increase in anti-Sikh incidents since mid-May.
According to the survey, 40 per cent of
respondents said they had experienced or
witnessed anti-Sikh incidents, nearly 90 per cent
believed such incidents had increased, and more
than half said they no longer felt safe. Only six per
cent of incidents referred to in the survey had been
reported to the police.

The survey has not been independently verified
and was conducted among self-selecting
respondents rather than a representative sample of
Britain’s Sikh population.

Dabinderjit Singh OBE, the Federation’s Chief
Executive for Political Engagement, accused
ministers of failing to address hate crimes against
Sikhs despite repeated representations to the
Government.

“We have been raising concerns about anti-Sikh
hate crimes and the misrepresentation of the
sacred kirpan directly with the Home Secretary
and Policing Minister since late May,” he said. “We
have, however, faced a complete wall of silence.”

He said the Federation would urge MPs to press
the Government to recognise hate crimes against
Sikhs on a par with other forms of religious and

THE SIKH NETWORK
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These findings highlight the urgent need for action to
address Anti-Sikh hate and ensure the safety and dignity
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7Y NETWORK of the Sikh community across the UK.

racial hatred and to engage directly with Sikh
organisations on the issue.

The Metropolitan Police have not said they are
treating the Hayes murder as a hate crime, and
investigations into the circumstances surrounding
Kirandeep Kaur’s death are continuing.

Labour MP Jas Athwal said: “It is deeply distressing
to learn of the tragic death of Kirandeep Kaur, who
was fatally stabbed at a property on Uxbridge
Road. | also understand that another man was
found nearby with stab injuries and remains in
hospital. My thoughts are with him, and | wish him
a full and swift recovery.”

“My heartfelt condolences are with Kirandeep’s
family, friends and loved ones, and with the family
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of the injured man, as they face unimaginable grief,
trauma and uncertainty.”

“Kirandeep was a mother. That makes this tragedy
all the more devastating. A young woman has had
her future stolen in an act of appalling violence, and

a child will now grow up without their mother. No
family should ever have to endure such
unbearable loss.”

“As the police continue their investigation, it is
important that speculation is avoided and the facts
are allowed to emerge. But there can be no
ambiguity about one thing: violence like this
destroys lives, shatters families and leaves scars
that last a lifetime.”

“I hope everyone affected receives the care,
compassion and support they will need in the
difficult days, weeks and months ahead.”

A spokesperson for the British Home Office in
London told The Tribune, “Our thoughts are with
the family of Kirandeep Kaur following her death.
As the circumstances are currently subject to a live
police investigation, it would not be appropriate for
us to comment on it.

“British Sikhs make an outstanding contribution to
the strength and richness of our country. There is
absolutely no place in our society for hatred or
prejudice.”

The findings fed directly into the Federation’s July parliamentary lobby. More than 130 MPs
received constituent letters in advance, with MPs and staff from across the political spectrum
attending. The Federation and other Sikh organisations used the lobby to press for formal
recognition of Anti-Sikh hate, stronger government engagement and a statutory Code of
Practice covering Sikh articles of faith. Further detail on the political engagement is set out in
Section 1.
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Sikhs Raise Anti-Sikh Hate, 1984 Inquiry and
Jogtar Singh Johal's Release in UK Parliament

New Delhi, July 23

(Manpreet Singh Khalsa):

Sikhs  from

m across  the

e United

Et?{{'opg Kingdom
mmes u

met  with

more than

130 Members of Parliament
at Westminster fo highlight
a range of key issues aoffect-
ing the Sikh community,
including the rise in
anti-Sikh hate
crimes, protection
of Sikh identity, a
public inquiry into
the UK's role dur-
ing the 1984
events, and the
release of Jagtar 3
Singh Johal. The !
parliamentary
lobby was led by
Jas Athwal, Labour
MP for Iiford South
and Chair of the
All-Party
Parliamentary
Group (APPG) for
British Sikhs.
Around 25-30 MPs
and their staff from
different  political
parties participated A
in the meetings.

The Sikh Network
presented findings
from a nationwide
survey indicating a
concerning
increase in anti-
Sikh hate incidents
since mid-May. The
survey results were shared
with the Home Office and
the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local
Government, urging imme-
diate action. However, no
formal response has yet

been received, reportedly
due to the transition to a
new Prime Minister. Michael
Wegier, Chief Executive of
the Board of Deputies,
called on the UK
Government and interna-
tional institutions to fulfil
their responsibility to tackle
anti-Sikh hatred and ensure
equal protection for the Sikh
community. During the

4]

3

> S
"HE SIKH NETW o

lobby, representatives of the
Sikh Federation (UK) stated
that Labour leader Keir
Starmer had previously
pledged fo address anti-
Sikh hate while in opposi-
tion, but claimed that litlle

tangible progress had been
made over the past two
years. Jas Singh highlighted
several recent anti-Sikh inci-
dents in Wolverhampton,
Oldbury and Walsall, as well
as the racist killing of 24-
year-old Kirandeep Kaur in
Hayes. MPs were also
informed about a recent
meeting with Andy
Burnham, during which Sikh

representatives called for
anti-Sikh hate to be recog-
nised on par with anti-
semitism and
Islamophobia. They further
urged that there should be
no changes to existing legal

30

LATION (UK)

protections conceming the
Sikh Kirpan (Sri Sahib) and
called for a statutory code of
practice safeguarding the
Sikh articles of faith, includ-
ing the Dastar (turban) and
the Five Ks. According to
organisers, MPs expressed
support for these demands.
Sikh  organisations also
urged Andy Burnham to
establish an independent
judge-led public
. inquiry into the
alleged anti-Sikh
actions of
Margaret
Thatcher's  gov-
ernment  during
1984. They addi-
tionally called for
the immediate
release of Jagtar
Singh Johal, who
has remained in
custody in India
for more than
eight and a half
years. MPs from

across  political
parties unani-
mously con-

demned anti-Sikh
hatred during the
' parliamentary
discussions.
Amrik Singh,
Chair of the Sikh
Federation (UK),
said the new
Labour leadership
would now be

ul judged by its
= actions  rather
than its promises. He

warned that unless the
Government begins direct
and meaningful engage-
ment with the Sikh commu-
nity, Labour could face polit-
ical consequences.



The 40th anniversary of the historic Sarbat Khalsa of 26 January 1986 and the 40th anniversary
of the Declaration of Khalistan on 29 April 1986 provided an important backdrop to the year.
Alongside these anniversaries, the Federation’s human-rights work focused on transnational
repression, securing the release of Jagtar Singh Johal pursuing accountability for the 1984 Sikh
Genocide.
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Forty years: Sarbat Khalsa and the Declaration of Khalistan

Sikh community holds protest in front of European Parliament in Brussels

Kashmir Media Service — 1 May 2026

Brussels: A huge protest was held by the Sikh
community in Luxembourg Square in front of the
European Parliament in the capital of the European
Union, Brussels, under the slogan “Free Khalistan”.
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According to Kashmir Media Service, a large
number of political, social and business figures of
the Sikh community from all over Europe, including
Belgium, participated in the Freedom Rally
organized by the Sikh Sangat Organization and the
Gurdwara Administration.

The protesters raised slogans against the Modi
government and called Indian democracy fake.
They said India can no longer suppress the right of
Sikhs to self-determination.

Exposing and internationalising transnational repression

Sikh leader Gardial Singh in his address said that
for the freedom movement, their elders rendered
immense sacrifices, which will not be allowed to go
waste.

He expressed his determination that the 40th
anniversary of the declaration of Sikh Khalistan at
the Akal Takht in Amritsar will be celebrated in a
grand manner.

According to a statement issued by the Sikh
Federation (UK), an important press conference
has also been scheduled at the Brussels Press
Club, in which India’s violation of UN resolutions
and the oppression of minorities through Hindutva
ideology will be exposed.

The protesters, citing the changing attitudes of
world powers, including the US, China, UK and
Germany, said that the world now considers India
an unreliable country.

The participants of the rally made it clear that the
ongoing independence movements within India
will divide it into at least eight different states,
including Khalistan, will emerge on the world map.

Sikh leaders on this occasion also appealed to the
Pakistani military leadership to give moral support
to their movement for the right to self-
determination.

The protest continued for several hours, in which
strong slogans were raised in favour of Khalistan.

hindustantimes

UK spies handed over intel to Canada on Nijjar killing: Report

Call intercepts suggest three targets — Nijjar, Avtar Singh Khanda and Gurpatwant Singh

Pannun, mentions documentary
Hindustan Times — 9 November 2025

It was with the help of British spy call intercepts
that the Canadian authorities drew alleged links
between India and the killing of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in June 2023, a new documentary released
this week has claimed.

The report — Inside the Deaths that Rocked
India’s Relations with the West by
Bloomberg Originals mentioned that a British
intelligence agency — believed to be the UK’s

-
w—

Hardeep Singh Nijjar
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government communications headquarters
(GCHQ), often referred to as the country’s listening
post — intercepted calls that appeared to be
discussing three targets.

Nijjar, a Canadian Sikh designated a terrorist by
India in 2020 for Khalistani extremism, was
allegedly among the names on the intelligence
passed on to the Canadian authorities under the
‘Five Eyes’ intelligence sharing agreement
between the UK, US, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.

The video documentary claims, “In late July 2023,
there was a breakthrough in the Nijjar murder
investigation case when the UK obtained relevant
information.” The British intelligence would only be
shared under strict conditions: hand-delivered to
Ottawa and kept off electronic systems and only a
handful of Canadian officials, pre-approved by
London, could see it, it is claimed.

“The file was a summary of conversations
intercepted by a British intelligence agency
between individuals who analysts believe were
working on behalf of the Indian government,” the
documentary claims. “They had discussed three
potential targets: Nijjar, (Avtar Singh) Khanda and
(Gurpatwant Singh) Pannun. Later, there was an
exchange about how Nijjar had been successfully
eliminated,” it alleges.

Khanda, a British Sikh pro-Khalistani activist, died
in June 2023 at a hospital in the city of Birmingham
in the West Midlands region of England. He was
terminally ill with blood cancer and despite
allegations from some groups in the UK, the British
authorities ruled there were “no suspicious
circumstances” surrounding the death.

In the wake of the documentary, Sikh Federation
(UK) said it has written to security minister Dan
Jarvis to demand why the British government has
intelligence from July 2023 that it has not shared or
referred to “when specifically asked by MPs
representing the Sikh community. We are
particularly concerned about British intelligence

held that is relevant to the mysterious death of
Avtar Singh Khanda,” the letter reads.

Meanwhile, US-based Pannun, designated a
terrorist by India for his Khalistani extremism, is
interviewed in the Bloomberg documentary

surrounded by armed bodyguards and claims to be
in fear for his life.

India has strongly rejected Canadian allegations as
“absurd and motivated” and a “deliberate strategy
of smearing India for political gains.” The issue
triggered a massive diplomatic row when the then
prime minister Justin Trudeau made a statement in
the Canadian Parliament in 2023 that its security
forces were “actively pursuing credible allegations”
linking Indian government agents to the murder of
Nijjar in British Columbia.

In October 2024, India recalled its high
commissioner and five other diplomats after
Ottawa attempted to link them to the Nijjar case.
India also expelled an equal number of Canadian
diplomats. However, Liberal Party leader Carney’s
victory in the parliamentary election in April this
year helped begin the process of resetting
relations.

In June, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held talks
with his Canadian counterpart Mark Carney on the
margins of the G7 summit at Kananaskis in
Canada.

In August, India and Canada appointed envoys to
each other's capitals, signalling their efforts to
repair ties.

SIKH FEDERATION UK DEMANDS TRUTH ON THREATS TO SIKH ACTIVISTS

13 November 2025 - London - The Sikh Federation (UK) has called on Security Minister Dan Jarvis to
urgently disclose information allegedly withheld by the previous Conservative government concerning

threats to Sikh activists in Britain.

In a statement issued on Monday 10 November 2025, the Federation confirmed that it has sent a follow-
up letter to Jarvis “requesting an urgent meeting,” following its earlier letter last week prompted by the

33



Bloomberg documentary Inside the deaths that rocked India’s relations with the West and the
accompanying article Finish Him Brother.

According to the Sikh Federation, “the UK Government is nervous about India’s reaction” after “dozens
of critical media reports in India” referred to the previously unreported role of British intelligence. The
group noted that Sky News had interviewed Moninder Singh of Sikh Federation Canada and Jas Singh
of the Sikh Federation (UK) on 8 November regarding the matter.

The Federation said Jarvis has now been provided with additional information about a key meeting
held on 18 July 2023 between Labour MPs and then Security Minister Tom Tugendhat. The meeting
followed the “mysterious death of Avtar Singh Khanda in Birmingham on 15 June and the assassination
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada on 18 June.”

During that meeting, the Federation said, “Labour MPs raised concerns about the operation of India’s
National Investigation Agency (NIA) in the UK,” including reports that “in early July 2023 a ‘hit-list’ of
Sikh activists” was broadcast on Indian television, with the NIA “claiming responsibility for the killing
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar and Avtar Singh Khanda.”

The Sikh Federation’s latest letter urges Jarvis to “come clean” and end what it describes as a “cover
up” that took place “under the Tory watch,” when “Indian RAW agent Sarvesh Raj was quietly expelled
from the UK without explanation in July 2023.”

“The fact the Indian authorities made little or no fuss about the expulsion of Sarvesh Raj adds to the
suspicion that he was up to no good in the UK,” the statement reads. The group warned that the current
Labour government “will get blamed for what emerges about what took place under the Tory watch” if
it fails to act transparently.

The Federation also cautioned that “the UK will be nervous” as more details could surface from “court
proceedings in Canada or the US or from Five Eyes partners providing further details of British
intelligence that was kept secret.”

Sikh representatives are expected to raise the issue again on Tuesday evening, when “dozens of MPs”
will attend a meeting in Committee Room 10 in Parliament from 6-9pm.

The letter to Dan Jarvis has also been copied to Yvette Cooper, the Foreign Secretary, who, according
to the Federation, “will be aware of India’s reaction following the revelation by Bloomberg.”

CAMPAIGNING FOR JAGTAR SINGH JOHAL

The Sikh Federation (UK) alongside the family of
Jagtar Singh Johal has continued to exert
political pressure on the UK Government in the
last 12 months to secure the release and return
of Jagtar Singh Johal. Initially it was when Keir
Starmer visited India and met Narendra Modi in
October 2025. Later it was through a letter
writing campaign pressuring MPs.

The Federation then took the issue into | ) ’
international diplomatic and institutional settings. Work in Baku and Geneva linked research,
media attention and direct engagement with permanent missions, international organisations
and human-rights bodies.
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Baku Initiative Group, International

international community to take action against violence

Azertac — 16 January 2026

The Baku Initiative Group (BIG) and the Sikh
Federation International have called on the
international community to take decisive action
against violence and discrimination targeting Sikhs
and other minorities in India.

The issue of mass violence against Sikhs in India
in 1984, as well as the climate of impunity that has
persisted for decades, was discussed at the
international conference titled “Racism and
Violence Against Sikhs and Other Minorities in
India: The Reality on the Ground.”

Global Action Urged Against Indian Transnational Repression
Following New UN-Aligned Report in Geneva

Sikh Siyasat Bureau - 16 March 2026

The Sikh Federation (UK) has issued a formal
statement outlining a renewed international
diplomatic push to address alleged rights violations
targeting the global Sikh community. According to
the official release, a copy of which is available with
Sikh Siyasat News (SSN), a comprehensive new
report tiled Beyond Borders: Indian
transnational repression against the Sikh

Diaspora was officially launched last week at the
Geneva Press Club.

The launch of the report followed a specialised
morning conference at the InterContinental Hotel
titted, “Countering Indian Transnational
Repression: Sikh Resistance and the United
Nations.” Both events were organized jointly by the
Baku Initiative Group and Sikh Federation
International, strategically timed to coincide with
the 61st session of the UN Human Rights Council.

UN and International Engagement

Sikh Federation urge AZBR-
AC

Participants of the event called for accountability
for politicians and law enforcement officials
involved in acts of violence, as well as justice and
compensation for victims, the protection of
witnesses, and the adoption of strict anti-violence
legislation.

The Baku Initiative Group and the Sikh Federation
International urged governments, civil society
organizations, and international institutions
worldwide to demonstrate solidarity with the Sikh
community.

SIKH SIYASAT
NEWS

According to the statement, a representative from
the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) attended the conference. Follow-
up meetings have already been arranged with the
OHCHR to discuss the report’s recommendations,
specifically focusing on the UN’s role and broader
policies concerning transnational repression.

Highlighting the scale of international diplomacy
involved, Dabinderjit Singh, Lead Executive at the
Sikh Federation (UK), noted the widespread
diplomatic interest in the issue.

“Engagement commenced with over 25 permanent
missions of various countries prior to the
conference and press briefing as Indian
transnational repression directly impacts on Sikhs
living in their countries,” Singh stated.

The release specifies that this engagement
included representatives from the “Five Eyes”
intelligence-sharing nations—the United States,
Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia, and New
Zealand—as well as multiple European countries
such as Germany, France, Belgium, Italy,
Switzerland, and Portugal.

Establishing “ITR” in Diplomatic Circles

A primary objective outlined by the Sikh Federation
International is to firmly establish the term “Indian
Transnational Repression (ITR)” within the UN and
broader international corridors.

According to Singh, the international response has
been proactive. “Several permanent missions have
been in contact and suggested a working group
specifically focused on ITR should be set up
supported by several leading international NGOs to
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take forward some of the recommendations in the e Sanctions and Consequences: Urging
report,” he said. coordinated diplomatic and security
consequences, including targeted sanctions,
against India.

To build this coalition, the organization has
commenced dialogue with several prominent
intergovernmental bodies, inviting them to join the
working group or act as observers. These include:

e The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE)

e The European External Action Service (EEAS)

e The European Parliament Subcommittee on
Human Rights (DROI)

Report Recommendations

The press statement outlines that the newly
released report pushes for strict international
measures. Key recommendations include:
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transnational repression.

Details of India's repression against Sikh Diaspora revealed
Report AZ — 19 March 2026

The document highlights facts about Sikh activists
who were forced to leave India due to the Indian
government's repressive policies against Sikhs,
leaders of diaspora organizations currently living
in foreign countries, as well as their family
members being subjected to attacks and terror
threats by Indian authorities.

The serious risks created by organized attacks,
transnational pressures, and threats are noted in
the document.

The document also analyzes the potential impacts
of such pressures and threats on the security of

BEYOND BORDERS:
diaspora communities and their socio-political INDIAN TRANSNATIONAL REPRESSION

activities.

AGAINST THE SIKH DIASPORA

It notes that the occurrence of such incidents
restricts the ability of Sikh activists living abroad to
freely express their political positions and operate
on international platforms. It is stated that such
events are among the factors that create an
atmosphere of fear and uncertainty among
diaspora members. This, in turn, leads to a
weakening of civic organization and political

aCthlSm %5&%? SIKH FEDERATION
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The document analyzes the activities of actors
alleged to be linked to the Indian government, who
operate outside the country and target all Sikh
activists and political refugees who advocate for
the idea of an independent Khalistan state.

The Canadian government and security institutions
have expressed serious concern about the
possibility that individuals linked to Indian state
structures were behind this assassination. With
reference to Canadian law enforcement
institutions, it is noted that Indian diplomats and

Hardline Sikh group asks UK PM to take
during India visit

Times of India — 7 October 2025

Amritsar: A pro-Khalistan group, Sikh Federation
(UK), has appealed to the UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer to raise the issue of the incarceration of
British national Jagtar Singh Johal alias Jaggi
Johal, accused of involvement with the banned
group Khalistan Liberation Force (KLF), in India
since Nov 2017.

individuals associated with them collect information
about Sikh activists and pass it on to criminal
groups.

German courts have convicted individuals who
collected information about Sikh and other political
activists and passed it on to Indian intelligence.
These events prove that India systematically
operates to build spy networks in various countries
and keep diaspora activities under surveillance.

up Jaggi Johal’s incarceration

Scotland, faces multiple cases filed by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA).

On the eve of Starmer's visit, the Sikh Federation
(UK) released a letter, written to the UK PM in the
recent past, urging him to press for Johal's release
during his meeting with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi later this week.

Dabinderjit Singh, lead executive for political
engagement at the Sikh Federation (UK), claimed
that authorities had failed to produce evidence
against Johal over the past eight years. "Over 100
MPs wrote to the foreign secretary in April
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following Jagtar's acquittal in one case, but sadly,
there was no meaningful progress towards
securing his release and return to the UK,"
Dabinderjit wrote.

Expressing disappointment over Starmer's
previous meeting with Modi, where no
breakthrough was achieved in Johal's case, the
letter adds, "Whilst we understand you raised the
case of Jagtar Singh Johal at every opportunity
with your Indian counterpart over the past 15
months, the Sikh community expected to see
concrete progress towards Jagtar's release and
return when you last met Modi in the UK at the
end of July."

The Sikh Federation (UK)'s letter concludes, "We

Starmer's visit to India is expected to begin on
Wednesday. Johal, a resident of Dumbarton in

hope you will return from India with good news for
Jagtar's wife and family, and reassurance to the
Sikh and wider community on the other two issues."
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Government under pressure to secure release and return of Scot

arbitrarily detained in India
Morning Star — 2 January 2026

Hundreds of cross-party MPs have been urged by
constituents to put pressure on the government to
secure the release and return of British national
Jagtar Singh Johal from India, campaigners said
today.

Mr Johal has been held in an Indian jail since
November 4, 2017. The British government has
previously accepted that he was tortured and
subjected to arbitrary detention.

Expectations of a breakthrough grew in 2025 after
Mr Johal was acquitted on March 4, when the first
case against him finally concluded.

The remaining eight cases are based on the same
evidence, and Indian authorities chose not to
appeal the acquittal.
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Sir Keir Starmer is reported to
Johal’s case with Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi last July, when the two countries signed a

have raised Mr

MOORNINGSTAR

trade deal, and again during a visit to India in
October.

The Prime Minister also confirmed that Foreign
Secretary Yvette Cooper would meet Mr Johal's
family in the coming weeks.

Ms Cooper met Mr Johal's brother Gurpreet, a
Labour councillor, and Douglas McAllister, Labour
MP for West Dunbartonshire, on December 1.

The pair reported that both were deeply
disappointed, with no new information or progress
outlined.

Sir Keir and Ms Cooper are now facing mounting
criticism that the government failed to use key
diplomatic opportunities in 2025 to apply sufficient
pressure to secure Mr Johal’s release.

Dozens of MPs have written to the Foreign
Secretary demanding answers, with several
calling for a meeting between a cross-party
delegation and representatives of the Sikh
Federation (UK), which has co-ordinated the
letter-writing campaign.

Dabinderijit Singh of the Sikh Federation (UK) said:
“Keir Starmer and Yvette Copper know the Indian
authorities did not appeal against Jagtar’s
acquittal on March 4, and the High Court and the
Supreme Court have requested the other eight
cases to be expedited — but to date not one
witness has been called by the prosecution
against Jagtar.

“The UK government know this is a clear-cut case
of double jeopardy...

“The softly, softly approach of quiet diplomacy with
India has not worked for more than eight years.”

He called on the government to “apply maximum
pressure” to negotiate his release or “publicly call
out the Indian authorities if they are not listening.”

The first section of the annual report provided details of the wider impact of the first international
conference in Baku, Azerbaijan in January 2026. This section of the booklet focuses on human
rights, transnational repression and the 1984 Sikh Genocide covered in the January Baku
conference, March Geneva conference and Press Club event and the June visit to the Azerbaijan
Parliament, heritage site associated with Guru Nanak Dev Ji in Baku and the 1984 Sikh Genocide
conference at Baku University.
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BIG conference on repression against national minorities in India

kicks off in Baku
Report AZ — 3 June 2026

According to Report, the event is organized by the
Baku Initiative Group (BIG).

The conference brings together representatives of
Sikh  communities from Canada, the United
Kingdom, the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland,
Australia, and the United States, heads of think
tanks, experts in the fields of human rights and
ethnic minorities, as well as direct victims of the
Indian government's repressive, racist, and
persecutory policies, including representatives of
the Dalit community.

1984: from remembrance to legal accountability

Discussions are expected to focus on keeping the
issue of transnational repression and systematic
persecution of ethnic and religious minorities-
particularly Sikhs and Dalits-by the Indian
government on the agenda of international
organizations.

Participants  will also exchange views on
strengthening coordinated cooperation among
diaspora organizations affected by repression,
enhancing joint legal protection mechanisms
against transnational persecution, and advancing
coordinated action on international platforms.

INFORMASIYA AGENTL

Events of June 1984 were act of genocide against Sikhs

Report AZ — 3 June 2026

The events of June 1984 in Amritsar constituted
an act of genocide against Sikhs and must be
viewed through the prism of the UN Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide, Dabinderjit Singh, executive director
of the Sikh Federation (UK), said at an
international conference entitled "Amritsar June
1984: Transnational Repression as an Extension
of Genocide" held in Baku, Report informs.

Singh recalled that the 1948 UN Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide defines genocide as intentional acts
aimed at the destruction, in whole or in part, of a
national, ethnic, racial, or religious group.

He noted that Sikhs fall under the protection of
this convention, and the events of June 1984
must be viewed within this legal context.

According to the executive director of the Sikh
Federation, one of the key elements in
establishing genocide is the presence of a
specific intent aimed at the destruction of a specific

group.
Dabinderjit Singh emphasized the need for a

comprehensive study and analysis of all relevant
facts and evidence in this regard.
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He also stated that, despite India's refusal to
recognize the jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court, the national legal systems of states
parties to the Genocide Convention provide
mechanisms for investigating such crimes.
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Indian Officials Face Risk of International Prosecution for 1984 Sikh  SIKH SI‘&AS&T

Genocide, Explores Sikh Federation (UK)
Sikh Siyasat Bureau — 6 June 2026

In a major development concerning transnational
justice, the Sikh Federation (UK) has announced
that Indian officials could face prosecution abroad
for the crime of genocide stemming from the events
of June 1984. A copy of the written release
detailing these legal explorations is available with
Sikh Slyasat News (SSN)

The statement follows a one-day conference held
at Baku State University on June 3, 2026, titled

‘Amritsar: June 1984 - Transnational
Repression as a Continuation of Genocide’.
During the gathering, Dabinderjit Singh OBE, Chief
Executive for political engagement at the Sikh
Federation (UK), addressed academics,
politicians, and global Sikh representatives,

Building long-term international partnerships

asserting the necessity of proving the genocide
orchestrated by the Indian state in an international
or national court.

Exploring Universal Jurisdiction Under the UN
Genocide Convention

Because India does not accept the jurisdiction of
the International Criminal Court in The Hague, the
Sikh Federation (UK) is pivoting toward universal
jurisdiction  frameworks. To navigate the
complexities of international law, the organization
is “exploring the possibility of launching a
prosecution working with NGOs in up to a dozen
friendly countries that are sympathetic to the Sikh
cause.”

This legal strategy relies on the 153 nations that
have signed the UN Genocide Convention and
possess domestic legislation allowing perpetrators
of international crimes to be prosecuted regardless
of where the crimes occurred. According to the
release, these efforts have caused concern in
Delhi, compounding existing scrutiny over the
transnational repression of Sikh activists by the
Indian government.

To meet the strict legal threshold of the 1948 UN
Genocide Convention—which requires a proven
intent to destroy a protected national, ethnic, racial,
or religious group—Dabinderijit Singh presented
evidence that the June 1984 military assault was
premeditated.

sai;her az

Baku Initiative Group, Sikh Federation International forge cooperation pact

Caliber.Az — 3 June 2026

The Baku Initiative Group (BIG) and the Sikh
Federation International have signed a
memorandum of cooperation.

The agreement was signed by BIG Executive
Director Abbas Abbasov and Sikh Federation
International representatives during the
international conference "Amritsar June 1984:
Transnational Repression as an Extension of
Genocide" held in Baku, Caliber.Az reports via
local media.

The memorandum is aimed at expanding
cooperation in the fields of academic, historical,
and cultural research. It envisages cultural and
scientific exchanges, as well as visits by
researchers, historians, cultural experts,
academics, and other specialists to take part in
consultations, discussions, and research-related
activities. The document also provides for the
organisation of conferences, roundtables, and
other events.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Abbasov noted
that the memorandum would make a positive
contribution to strengthening cooperation between
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the Baku Initiative Group and the Sikh Federation
International.

Sikhism is a monotheistic religion founded in the
Punjab region by Guru Nanak Dev Ji in the late
15th century. The faith emphasises equality,

Following the assassination of Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi in October 1984, large-scale
anti-Sikh violence erupted in several parts of India,
particularly in Delhi. Human Rights Watch has
documented that despite numerous eyewitness
accounts implicating political figures and police

justice, service to humanity, and the rejection of
caste distinctions, with Sikhs regarding the Guru
Granth Sahib Ji as their eternal spiritual authority.
The legacy of the 1984 anti-Sikh violence remains
a significant issue for many Sikhs worldwide, with
survivors and advocacy groups continuing to seek
justice and recognition for victims decades after the
attacks.

officers, accountability and prosecutions remained
limited for many years.

A core principle of Sikhism is that all people are
equal regardless of caste, gender, or social status.
The Sikh tradition of sewa (selfless service)
encourages community welfare and humanitarian
assistance without discrimination.

SIKH FEDERATION STRENGTHENS HISTORIC TIES DURING STRATEGIC VISIT TO AZERBAIJAN
4 June 2026 - London

Sikh Federation International concluded a series of
high-level engagements in Baku, Azerbaijan this week,
marking a significant milestone in the advancement of
Sikh diplomacy and international advocacy. According
to an official written release, a copy of which is
available with the Sikh Siyasat News (SSN), the
strategic visit was designed to “strengthen global
awareness of Sikh human rights, including the right to
self-determination through the establishment of an
independent Khalistan.”

June 2-3, 2026
Boku "-arhaijon

Representatives from Australia, Canada, the United
States, the United Kingdom, and across Europe
participated in a coordinated program of
governmental, academic, and cultural engagements.
These meetings aimed to further international dialogue
on Sikh issues and solidify longstanding ties between the Sikh people and Azerbaijan.

Governmental Dialogue and Historical Recognition

During the visit, delegates met with representatives of the Government of Azerbaijan to continue an
ongoing dialogue regarding Sikh issues and regional cooperation. Participants discussed the historical
relationship between Sikhs and Azerbaijan, alongside the critical need to preserve this shared heritage.
Addressing the dark chapters of modern Sikh history, the discussions formally highlighted “the 1984
Sikh genocide that was carried out by the Indian state.” Azerbaijani representatives acknowledged the
importance of these commemorations and reiterated a mutual commitment to strengthening ties with
the Sikh people.

Commemorating Sikh Heritage at Ateshgah

Delegates also participated in a commemorative event at the historic Ateshgah, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site known for its deep historical connections to the Sikh community. Academics and
historians provided detailed presentations regarding documented accounts of Guru Nanak Dev Jee’s
travels through the region during the Udasis (spiritual journeys). The event successfully highlighted “the
deep historical roots of Sikh engagement beyond the Indian subcontinent” and reaffirmed the necessity
of preserving global sites of Sikh heritage.
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Strategic Partnership with the Baku Initiative Group

A major diplomatic outcome of the visit was the formalization of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the Sikh Federation International and the Baku Initiative Group. This landmark
agreement establishes a “framework for sustained cooperation in historical research, documentation,
preservation, and public education relating to Sikh connections with Azerbaijan and the wider region.”
The partnership represents a significant step toward strengthening people-to-people ties and
promoting Sikh culture on the international stage.

Academic Conference on 1984 and Transnational Repression
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Continued Commitment to Human Rights and Khalistan

The recent events in Baku reflect the continued maturation of Sikh engagement on the international
stage. As foreign governments, academic institutions, and civil society actors increasingly engage with
Sikh perspectives, meaningful opportunities are emerging for dialogue regarding historical justice and
the future of the Sikh people.

The official release concluded with a firm reaffirmation of the organization’s core goals, stating that the
Sikh Federation International “remains committed to expanding international partnerships, preserving
Sikh culture and heritage, combating transnational repression, and boldly asserting the collective rights
of the Sikh people, including the right to self-determination through the establishment of an
independent Khalistan.”

Since the June conference, Indian media reports have expressed concern about the Baku
Initiative Group’s links with Sikh Federation International and Azerbaijan’s increasingly critical
stance towards India. The Federation views this coverage as evidence that its international
engagement is attracting greater attention.

A media report on 5 August indicated concern about Azerbaijan becoming the epicentre for the
Khalistan movement. The article also expressed concern about Western democracies such as
Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States and Australia.

Azerbaijan is an important developing relationship for the Federation given the country has
strategic partnerships with over 30 countries, including the United States, China, UK and one-
third of European Union member states, including Germany and ltaly.

42



SIKH
ACHVISH
SILENCED
=R

KHALISTAN FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION MAKE HISTORY WITH 6-0 VICTORY OVER CSG EIRE
15 August 2026 - Birmingham

Khalistan FA made history on with a commanding 6-0 victory over CSG Eire in a landmark international
football fixture at the Guardian Warehousing Arena in Willenhall.

The result was significant on the pitch, but the occasion carried a meaning far beyond the final score.
For Khalistan FA (KFA), it represented another major step in establishing itself within the world of
international football and providing a sporting platform for Sikh identity and culture.

KFA became an official member of the
Confederation of Independent Football
Associations (CONIFA) in April 2026. The
organisation provides international football
opportunities to teams representing stateless
nations, regions, minorities and cultural
communities that are not represented within
FIFA.

Membership gives KFA access to a global
| football community and the possibility of
"‘ competing in major CONIFA tournaments,

~ including the CONIFA World Football Cup. For
= a team wunable to participate in FIFA
competition, CONIFA offers an alternative international stage on which football and cultural identity can
exist side by side.

The fixture therefore represented an important milestone. It gave players the opportunity to represent
their community on an international football field, while supporters could see the colours and symbols
of their identity displayed prominently at a competitive sporting event.

The opening ceremony formed an important part of the occasion, with both teams able to present their
own national anthems, colours and flags before kick-off. For KFA supporters, these were more than
ceremonial details: they were expressions of Sikh identity and national aspiration.

Once the football began, however, KFA's focus quickly turned to the task on the pitch. The side
dominated proceedings and eventually ran out 6-0 winners, recording a historic first international
victory. Prem Singh was among the scorers, with his goal reported as the first for the Khalistan men's
team.
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For CSG Eire, the evening was equally historic in its own right. The Irish-language side represents a
community seeking greater opportunities to express its cultural identity through sport, making the
fixture a meeting of two teams with strong connections between football, language, culture and
community.

For KFA, participation in an organised
international football body also represents what
its supporters regard as an important form of soft-
W power representation. International sporting
& relationships can create opportunities for
engagement with other communities and
stateless nations while strengthening links
between supporters and reinforcing a shared
sense of national identity.

There was no mistaking the significance attached
to the occasion. The six goals ensured that KFA
would leave Willenhall with a historic result, but the wider achievement was securing a place on an
international football stage.

Khalistan FA 6-0 CSG Eire. A landmark scoreline, and for KFA, the beginning of what its supporters
hope will become a much larger international football journey.
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SIKH LEGAL
ASSISTANCE BOARD

PO Box 5216, Dumbarton, G82 9AZ
Scottish Charitable Incorporate Organisation Number: SC048790

info@sikhlegalboard.org | www.sikhlegalboard.or

The Sikh Legal Assistance Board (SLAB) is a Scottish registered charity that was set
up in April 2019 by Gurpreet Singh Johal, a solicitor by profession and the elder brother
of Jagtar Singh Johal (Jaggi). SLAB works closely with Jaspal Singh Manjpur &
Panjaab Lawyers to provide much needed legal representation for Sikh prisoners.

SLAB's fantastic represenation work has led to the direct release of 70 Sikh political
prisoners and SLAB is supporting on approximately 120 cases overall.

To get the charity off the ground the Sikh Federation (UK), its members and supporters

have been providing regular monthly donations for the five years. The Sikh Federation

(UK) its members and supporters have directly provided over 75% of the financial
support to secure the release of political prisoners held in Indian jails.
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SLABs excellent reputation and results now means it is inundated by those still in prison who have been let down and require
support so they can be released. To enable SLAB to meet this increased demand individuals, organisations and Gurdwaras
are requested to set up monthly donations to help secure the release of Sikh political prisoners.

Bank Details for SFUK members to support SLAB:
Bank HSBC: YourSeva SFUK, Account: 64427564, Sort Code: 40-19-15
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With the blessings of Guru Nanak Dev Ji

KARTARPUR SAHIB
£ YATRA COMMITTEE U.K, &

= & PBC TELEVISION E

PILGRIMAGE TO HISTORIC SIKH GURDWARAS
IN PAKISTAN '
15 NOVEMBER — 30 NOVEMBER 2026

We invite all sangat to join this sacred Yatra to the historic
Sikh Gurdwaras in Pakistan to celebrate
Guru Nanak Dev Ji's Parkash Gurpurab.
This Yatra is a religious journey to visit holy shrines,
strengthen our faith and unite with Sangat.

PLACES INCLUDED IMPORTANT NOTES
@» Gurdwara Panja Sahib
e aea £1,600

@» Gurdwara Rohri Sahib
&» Gurdwara Bhai Lalo Ji Khui PER PERSON
«» Gurdwara Choa Sahib Includes

«» Gurdwara Dera Sahib (Lahore) Pakistan Visa

«@» Gurdwara Sri Kartarpur Sahib Taxes =,

@» Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Return Air Ticket

@& Gurdwara Rori Sahib Transport in Pakistan | | -oen

British passport holders
must have at least

one blank page

in their passport.

Passports must be valid
for the required period.

0000

@» Gurdwara Janam Asthan TRAVEL INSURANCE The aim of this Yatra is
Nankana Sahib IS COMPULSORY S purely religious — to help
@ Gurdwara Tambu Sahib FOR ALL TRAVELLERS pilgrims visit the historic
«» Gurdwara Sacha Sauda e ility of Travel
(Farooqabad) is of the passengers themselves.

@ Gurdwara Nankana Sahib

PLUS APPROX. 25 HISTORIC DEPOSIT

GURDWARAS IN TOTAL £

TO BOOK YOUR SEAT
Balance payment to be made
before travel. Tickets and visa will
only be issued once full payment
has been received.

BALBIR KAUR KARNAIL SINGH
(BURY) | @) CHEEMA
01332 607380 =¥ (WOLVERHAMPTON)
07837 961581 | 07817 058620

PEC TELEVISION
0121 269 0064

GURJEET SINGH
SAMRA
(LEICESTER)

07877 315993

INDERJIT KAUR
(PBC)

07771 115999

KARTARPUR SAHIB YATRA COMMITTEE UK

8 EMAIL HEAD OFFICE
kartarpursyc@hotmail.co.uk 65 Jellicoe Road,
<P

B

Leicester LES 4FP




WORKING
FOR TRUTH,
JUSTICE

& FREEDOM

OUR VALUES

DEFENDING RIGHTS
Standing against injustice
and defending the rights

of Sikhs everywhere.

/T\ ADVOCATING JUSTICE
w» | w» Pursuing truth, justice and

accountability through law,
policy and diplomacy

OUR MISSION

Our mission is to promote Sikh
values, defend Sikh human rights,
and advocate for self-determination
through political engagement.

o®¢ EMPOWERING COMMUNITY
'.‘ Empowering the sikh community

through education, engagement
and solidarity.

‘ ‘ WE ARE COMMITTED TO FIGHTING DISCRIMINATION, INEQUALITY AND EXPOSING HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES.
WE ARE THE UNCOMPROMISING SIKH VOICE GLOBALLY AND REMAIN VOICE FOR THE VOICELESS. , ,

GET IN TOUCH FOLLOW US

@ www.sikhfeduk.com K @Sikhfed_Uk

=l info@sikhfeduk.com ) /siknfederationuk
(O] @sikhfeduk

DONATE NOW For monetary donations to SCAN TO VISIT

KR ©siknhfed_Uk OUR WEBSITE

support any of the initiatives, please use:
Bank of Scotland: Sikh Federation (UK) Sort Code: 80-22-60 Account No: 26545469






